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Sheen, Fulton Life Christ 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 20,1958. 559p. $6.50. 

Bishop Sheen’s life our Lord appears plenty 
time for the Christmas trade and unquestionably 
will suitable gift for Father, Sister any other 
literate person your list. every sense 
modern life Christ from the book cover adorned with 
Salvador Dali’s Christ St. John the Cross through 
the text enlivened Bishop Sheen’s colloquial style 
the ample index the end. The scriptural quota- 
tions are the Knox translation. The chapters are 
invariably short (about seven pages the average), 
and the chapter headings are often catchy (e.g., “The 
Man Who Lost His Head,” “The Kiss That Blistered”). 
The lay reader who may fear that setting himself 
formidable task reading life Christ will 
agreeably surprised find that can proceed easy 
stages and that need not become acquainted with 
the typography the Holy Land order know the 
Savior. 


The author assumes that other lives our Lord have 
been written and that accordingly the story our sal- 
vation not unfamiliar one. stresses the essential 
timelessness the events our Lord’s life relating 
them contemporary happenings. For example, the 
chapter entitled “The Three Short Cuts from the 
Cross” describes the triple temptation Christ the 
desert. Satan said: “If thou art the Son God, bid 
these stones turn into loaves bread.” (Mt. 4:3). 
Bishop Sheen explains this temptation become 
Bread King, Communist Commissar. The evil 
spirit was saying effect: 
Start with the primacy the economic! Forget about sin! 
still says this today different words, “My Commissar 
goes into classrooms and asks children pray God for 
bread. And when their prayers are not answered, Com- 
missar feeds them. The Dictator gives bread; God does not, 
because there God, there soul; there only the 
body, pleasure, sex, the animal, and when die, that 
the end.” 
Our Lord rejected this temptation with its implied 
assumption that man lives bread alone. Similarly 
refused cast himself down from the pinnacle 
the temple although dropping unharmed among the 
spectators would have been spectacular demonstra- 
tion divine power. would not exempt himself 
from the physical laws which are his own making. 
The author applies this the modern adulation 
science which while seeks signs and wonders ignores 
the divine origin and direction the universe. 


the “Beatitudes” chapter Bishop Sheen points out 
how the modern world challenges point point the 
principles enunciated Christ the Sermon the 
Mount. “In the Beatitudes Our Divine Lord takes 
those eight flimsy catchwords the 
“Revenge,” “Laughter,” “Popularity,” “Getting Even,” 
“Sex,” “Armed Might,” and “Comfort”—and turns 
them upside down.” 


Bishop Sheen’s vast throng admirers will give this 
work the warm welcome deserves. has been many 
years preparation and appears work scholar- 
ship but with that popular appeal for which the author 
famed. Perhaps there too much fondness for 
hyperbole and for numerology. For instance, doesn’t 
seem particularly significant that fellow stretching 


his arms relaxation unconsciously forms the image feel that 
the Cross. Then the Bishop has found seven words stic 
the Cross match the seven words from the 
final comment: one could wish that the author 
would have another look Crashaw’s epigram which 
quoted connection with the marriage Cana, 
Nympha pudica rendered “the unconscious waters” who 
which doesn’t suit the requirements the metaphor 
“modest” the usual translation. Thus, “the well 
water saw its God and blushed.” 

James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio Herold, 

Bobbs-Me 

Andrews, Wayne (Editor) great 

The Autobiography Theodore Roosevelt 
Scribner. Oct. 27,1958. 356p. $4.95. (I) fourth 
TR, Teddy, the first Roosevelt, call him what you will, ments 
was one the most colorful our Presidents and his the varie 
accomplishments entitle him place among the and, 
former; perhaps fits him the 
near-sighted,” although did not realize his defective such 
vision until was about thirteen. his mature years, 
physical fitness was almost obsession with him. 
Elected the New York State Assembly when only 
twenty-three, was active politics for more than madame 
thirty-five years, during which time served the 
Civil Service Commission, head the police board From her 
New York City, Assistant Secretary the Navy, lived 
Governor New York, Vice-President and finan 
kotas, soldier the Spanish-American War, big 
game hunter and, especially during the later 
author several books. 
was early proponent the Civil Service sys 
tem and, throughout his political life, foe the “spe- 
cial” interests. He, perhaps more than any other one Her 
man, was responsible for the development our Navy. polit 
was steady advocate the preservation our embassy. 
natural resources and the pure food laws, first passed 
during his administration President. was 
ardent champion labor, early advocating eight 
hour day, child labor laws and workmen’s 
tion. Until 
But, championing labor, sought only justice. “No 
man should receive dollar unless that dollar has been 
fairly earned.” had tolerance for mob violence. brought 
had nothing but contempt for those who would not 
help themselves. him chance, not push him 
will not pushed. Help any man who living 
has wage more than sufficient cover the bare 
cost living, and hours labor short enough that 
after his day’s work done will have time and 
energy bear his share the management the 
community, help carrying the general load.” 
would not seek fight; would not try avoid England; 
one when felt that was the right. Nor did sumed lif 
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feel that the country should. “Speak softly, but carry 
big stick.” 

The book condensation earlier, much longer, 
replete with quotations from his volu- 
minous correspondence. story man colorful, 
who did much, can easily reduced single 
yolume. Some might prefer more about the man, less 
about his politics and his policies. 


well worth reading. 


Moses, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Herold, Christopher Mistress Age 
500p. $5.95. (Ila) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Selection—November 


greater challenge could set biographer than 
Madame Staél, the subject Christopher Herold’s 
fourth book. The complexity her political involve- 
ments during the revolutionary and Napoleonic eras, 
the variety her intellectual and literary activities 
and, especially, the psychological intricacy per- 
sonality that defies the printed page surely did 
the conventions its own day—these combine pre- 
definitive biography. Herold humbly disclaims 
such pretension, both because lacks the necessary 
detachment temperament and because great deal 
material remains unavailable. What offers in- 
stead synthesis both old and new documents 
that provides balanced view the French-Swiss 
madame political figure, writer, and personality. 


From her birth 1766, Anne Louise Germaine Necker 
lived the labyrinth European politics. Her father 
was finance minister Louis XVI; her mother was the 
center group that included Buffon, Diderot, and 
Edward Gibbon, the last whom she had nearly 
married. The dominant influence Germaine always 
remained her father, whom she loved more deeply 
than any other person and worshipped exagger- 
atedly great national leader. 

Her own marriage 1786 Baron Staél Holstein 
was politically arranged and occurred the Swedish 
embassy. kind love marked it, and 
only one her several offspring that 
Herold considers legitimate,—was born it. But they 
soon separated, and Germaine travelled her own road 
diplomatic intrigue and unconventional love. 

Until 1799 her pamphleteering, amours, and drawing- 
conspiracies had royalist associations and occa- 
sioned gypsy life she tried impose rational and 
utilitarian character the Revolution. The year 1800 
brought turning point and greater consistency 
result her efforts with Napoleon. Though she never 
trusted him, she did woo him, feeling that the great- 
est living man and woman they owed humanity 
union. After Napoleon repulsed her woman, re- 
jected her designs, and exiled her from Paris, she 
worked most her remaining years opposing him. 


Her estate Coppet Lake Geneva became feudal 
barony with aristocratic salon that kept alive 
spirit resistance throughout the elite Europe. 
she was forced flee Russia, Sweden, and 
England; but under the Bourbon restoration she re- 
sumed life Paris, except for the Hundred Days, and 


Herold del Castillo 
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finally concluded her career Coppet opium-in- 
duced ill health and belated marriage John Rocca, 
the least intellectually worthy her suitors. 


Mingled with the account this career, which cannot 
major writings. Delphine and receive 
especially detailed analysis, which shows their author 
important influence romanticism but one who 
Herold’s emphasis, however, even studying the 
books autobiographical, for steadily interested 
his subject more person than performer 
the several arenas where she displayed her talents. 


Sex was less necessary Germaine than intellectual 
companionship, but she regularly used her love life 
further her ambitions. Since she also refused let 
old lovers go, the concurrence several affairs some- 
times assumes aspect promiscuity untrue her 
real nature. Talleyrand, Mathieu, Narbonne, Con- 
stant, Pange, Souza, Barante, Rocca, and Dom Pedro 
Holstein (prime minister Portugal) are the most 
prominent retinue whose capacities for love never 
equalled their mistress’s demands. 

Religion, understandably, was not controlling force 
with Madame Staél. She was reared the Protestant, 
republican, sober-virtued society Geneva, amid 
which the “really unforgivable sin was Catholic.” 
Later her Lutheranism came under the influence 
Zacharias Werner before his conversion, when 
preached doctrine “Christlike and copulatory love” 
which held that man’s soul must achieve heaven 
through “an earthly purgatory female bodies.” This 
strange mysticism cannot ignored analysis 
Madame Staél’s romanticism, but Herold rightly rele- 
gates minor position. 

was said her own day that there were three great 
Russia, and Madame Staél.” The 
fact, therefore, that Herold’s pages times become 
laden with names and involute governmental affairs 
burden that cannot avoided. Despite this crowd- 
ing, necessitated the tremendous range his ma- 
terial, succeeds giving penetrating view re- 
markably versatile, vital ,and intellectually 
woman well the times which she lived. 
writes sprightly style with knack memorable 
phrase-making worthy his stimulating material, and 
warm sense humor further asset his general 
success. Adult readers cannot fail find much interest 
the book even though they less ebulliently capti- 
vated the feminine whirlwind than Herold obvi- 


ously is. George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
del Castillo, Michel Child Our Time 


Knopf. Oct. 282p. $3.75. (III) 


his birthday Dean Swift was wont read those 
passages where Job “cursed” the day was born. 
Tanguy, the central figure this story, must have often 
been tempted the same, for there were few happy 
moments his life. 

His earliest recollections were Madrid during the 
Spanish civil war. lived alone with his mother, for 
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his father had abandoned them because his wife’s 
political affiliations. When Franco’s triumph became 
imminent, she and Tanguy hurriedly left Spain. The 
family was again united France; but soon the par- 
ents quarreled and this time his father even denounced 
his wife the civil result she and 
Tanguy were placed prison. After time they plan- 
ned escape, but doing were separated; the 
mother got safely back Spain, but Tanguy was ship- 
ped Germany. 

His life concentration camp from the age nine 
twelve was hideous nightmare: the inhumanity 
shown especially towards the Jews, the near-starvation 
diet which they were expected work long hours 
often sub-zero weather, sleeping overcrowded bar- 
racks, that were stifling the summer 
the winter, the sudden entry the guards night 
awaken those destined for the firing squad the 
gas chamber. only happy recollection 
friendship with young German prisoner who was 
eventually executed. 

Tanguy was sustained during his imprisonment the 
hope bringing his parents together. But after the 
war could not locate them; was therefore obliged 
spend another three years Spanish orphanage 
and reformatory, which was even worse than the con- 
centration camp Germany. Finally did find his 
father and mother. But both cases his illusions were 
shattered. His father had been divorced and remarried, 
and strongly resented his son’s coming him, while 
his mother had interest except the triumph 
Communism. 

Judging from the brief biographical sketch the au- 
thor, Michel del Castillo, this book almost seems 
his autobiography, for has spent number his 
twenty-five years earth concentration camps. His 
story powerful indictment our twentieth-century 
civilization. cannot but feel sympathy towards one 
who has been denied the normal happiness family 
life, boyhood and school, and who has seen mostly the 
sordid side human nature. 

Yet are loath recommend his book. contains 
many vulgar and profane passages. Moreover shows 
anti-Catholic bias, especially when speaks about 
the religious order charge the orphanage and re- 
formatory. calls the members “cassocked mon- 
sters,” claims they took sadistic pleasure beating the 
boys for trifling acts insubordination, and accuses 
them homosexuality. almost the last sentences 
the book the author has also this say. “And what 
leave him with God; but are means sure our- 
selves that God exists.” that his conclusion, then 
building for himself far harsher concentration 
camp than that experienced Nazi Germany. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce ,Puerto Rico 


Foreman, Russell Long Pig 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 363p. $4.95. (III) 

Russell Foreman’s first novel, Long Pig, love story 
Fiji Island setting. The Argo’s wrecked crew 
thirteen land coral reef 1800 and shortly en- 


Foreman 
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counter cannibals with taste for long pig—any white 
man falling into their hands. 


reader forcibly reminded Treasure Island the 
arguments, intrigues and fights the crew and 
Farewell Arms the pagan love story 
Slater (the final survivor) and Seyawa. 


Part I—On Oneata. After their Boston brig, the Argo, 
had rasped hull-splitting stop, injured Captain 
Berry and his mate, Oliver Slater, ordered crew and 
supplies into the brig’s launch, hoping make Port 
Jackson, New South Wales, five-hundred leagues 


But sixty huge savages double-canoe (sixty feet 
long) hove sight. Berry awed the warriors, especially 
firing his musket. Thereupon the white men were 
looked upon and accepted gods and Berry decided 
make use the natives’ timidity give his men time 
put deck the launch. they beach the launch 
Oliver sees Seyawa and the love story begins. 


Separately housed the island, Berry and Slater are 
hard pressed feeling mutiny among the crew. 
Slater saves Seyawa from neighboring island cannibals 
and rewarded roasted arm. Seyawa warns 
Slater about the natives’ reaction the spread 
dysentery from crew people. Berry and Slater help 
fight the epidemic which incites the natives mutual 
recriminations brutality, inducing abortions and 
strangling the wives chief who died. 

Finally, the savages capture sailor, take him apart 
and find him merely human. (Seyawa too was marked 
for death but was rescued Slater.) full attack 
ensues. The launch wrecked and several sailors are 
killed and wounded. Slater assumes command, sends 
off the mutinous second mate and reconnoiters inlet 
the hope stealing double-canoe. 
While Slater, Seyawa and Jeremy (the brig’s fourteen- 
year-old cabin-boy) are away, the savages again attack 
the crew. Only the captain and man named Barber 
escape. Berry turns crazy, kills Jeremy their next 
meeting and “wings” Barber, who kills the lunatic. 

Bua. Slater, Seyawa and Barber sail off double- 
canoe. their first island stop Slater accuses Barber 
killing Jeremy but disabused. shoving off Slater 
slashed eel that almost shreds his thigh. Slater 
bandaged and, turn, removes the bullet from Bar- 
ber’s shoulder. After nineteen days the three land 
Bua. 

Part Bua. They are treated with compassion 
and put muskets and pistols the service the chief 
who threatened neighboring island. Barber 
solicited Toakasa, whose fiancé tries poison him. 
Chiefs from the other island visit and are overwhelmed 
firearms and bomb displays. Barber marries. 

raid occurs and repulsed but Barber killed. 
the hurricane that follows, Seyawa delivered boy 
but dies soon afterwards and buried hill next 
Barber. Slater, alone the hill, sees ship that 
promises rescue—but bearing down coral reef. 
The first part the story has thirty-three chapters; the 
second part, ten. Although most the incidents are 
interesting themselves, only the love Slater and 
Seyawa gives the story any continuity. 

Most characters are merely described some trait. 
Only Seyawa shows trace subtlety and psychology 


that seem 
Hemingw: 
from natu 
The settir 
practices 
glossary 
And the 
ing and 
ridiculous 
frankly 


Tracy, 
Random 
Tommy 
peen fror 
Dublin 
writer 
tunate 
who 
house 


asalon 


and easy 
scheme 
three 
had wille 
from the 
this 
would 
Prado. 
feet 
from the 
about wh: 
have 
out 
job 
Felix Hor 
whisked 
out and 
the paint 
Barry anc 
chap for 
were 
was anytl 
does not 
brief 
and 
mad hare 
house sw: 
and prete 
cates, pul 
the Britis 
spot, 
six weeks 
molinos, 
season. 
are know 
heels 
cudgel 
Miss 


white 


the 


Argo, 
and 
away, 


feet 
cially 
were 
time 
unch 


are 
crew. 
varns 
d of 
help 
utual 
and 


apart 
ttack 
are 
ends 


inlet 


next 


later 
later 
Bar- 


land 


1958 


that seems occidental. Slater thinks and acts like 
Hemingway character. Most the conflict derives 
nature hand-to-hand fighting. 

The setting not explicit enough, although cannibal 
practices are justifiably underplayed. Fijian words (with 
glossary the back the book) contribute color. 
And the crew’s comments are often colored with curs- 
ing and obscenity. The intrusion prayers seems 
save one occasion. Morally, the book 
pagan the love scenes. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Tracy, Honor The Prospects Are Pleasing 
Random House. 217p. $3.50. 

Tommy red-haired dreamy sort spal- 
peen from Galway, sold pots and tins shop 
Dublin while deceiving himself was going 
writer plays for the Abbey Theater, and was for- 
tunate have for landlady pixieish little Mrs. Barry 
who dreamed eventually establishing boarding 
house where artists and writers would make her home 


asalon famous folk. But Tommy was also patriot 


and easy for the Bombadier set off England 
scheme swipe from the Morgan Gallery one the 
three paintings which Aphrodisio Lafuente Chaos 
had willed the Irish people. They were paintings 
from the artist’s Goat period, and there was much talk 
this time building great gallery for Irish art which 
would famous become known the Irish 
Prado. course the great building was more than 
afew feet above ground and there was bickering already 
the top government down the art 
about what should used for. Tommy would never 
have gotten the painting out the Gallery, much less 
out London, had not his fellow conspirator defected 
job England and had not the debonair 
Felix Horniman come along just the proper moment, 
whisked Tommy off his club and then himself went 
out and come back with the picture. Then Felix got 
the painting into Ireland and into the hands Mrs. 
Barry and Tommy was his way being hero 
chap for putting one the eye the blighters who 
were blame for everything that was wrong, there 
was anything wrong all, Ireland. But the matter 
does not stop there nor all encompassed that 
brief resume. Miss Tracy keeps her story skipping along 
and out complications with the insouciance 
mad hare meadow, all the while taking round- 
house swing sly dig-in-the-ribs the pomposities 
and pretensions Irish politicians, uppercrust sophisti- 
cates, public-house prophets, addle-pated patriots, and 
keepers the public conscience. She does not spare 
the British either, although she seems have soft 
spot, they say, her heart for the gay clubman who 
the end with the dismal prospect spending 
six weeks with his wealthy aunt sojourning Torre- 
and right the middle, dear, the 
season. There real harm done and the Irish girls 
are known spirited and great kicking their 
heels foolish man’s ideas and not above laying 
cudgel their backs laughing scorn their pride. 
Tracy great hand all that, and lot thin- 


Tracy Dempsey Roberts 
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skinned Irish the diaspora will denouncing her 
for making mock the great name the Irish. 
so; but, you know! For others, there fun and 


merriment. 
Grady, S.J. 


Dempsey, David All That Was Mortal 
Dutton. 480p. $4.95. (Ila) 
This colorful first novel tells the story life small 
mid-western town from 1889 1924. concerns chiefly 
the Rankin family: Myles, the father; Hannah, the 
mother; Mabel and Clara, the daughters; and John Wil- 
lard, the son. Not only does the author employ the 
flashback, but will first give the ending certain 
situation and then explain the events which led 
it. Thus, the story begins with Mabel injuring her foot 
church picnic, then discover that she had been 
running away from Tom Corbin, Clara’s fiancé, who 
had been kissing her little too warmly; then the whole 
course the romance explained and the mother’s 
dominant part and the rivalry the sisters. 
result the mishap, Clara, not Mabel, sent away 
finishing school. When she returns, she attracts the 
attention Ollie Diedrick, whose family own most 
the town and reckoned great catch. looks 
she will marry Ollie, but his father dies. So, when 
Clara’s father refuses help the Diedrick family 
selling certain railroad shares shady deal, Clara 
deserted Ollie, even though she with child. 
The child, William, born out wedlock and 
adopted Mabel, who has married clerk. Not only 
does Mabel jealously try protect the child from his 
mother, but from every other real supposed danger. 
this, she unsuccessful, since the child dies, about 
eleven years age, from mysterious malady. 


the meantime, John Willard has become architect 
and has won himself wife. unable keep her, 
however, since she longs for the big city, Chicago, while 
feels that dare not risk his chances there. Myles’ 
first illness brings the family together and, when Mabel 
saves the young son the now happily married Clara, 
the home their youth burns down, all look for- 
ward their new life with hope. 

The author colors his story with church picnic, 
county fair, horse race, revival meeting, bank 
closure, beer-drinking contest and many other lively 
details. Religion does not fare too well, either the 
person its minister the practice the people. 
And, although the characters are not very lovely, they 
are intensely human, except for the children; the chil- 
dren are too precocious and simply incredible. sum- 
mary, adults interested mid-western life should enjoy 
this novel times when respectability was regarded 


the greatest virtues. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Roberts, Dorothy James 
Century, Crofts. 


Return the Stranger 
Oct. 10, 1958. 280p. $4.50. 


This jewel story told little lost girl run- 
ning out the forest become the bride two kings, 
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one whom she loves most tenderly and the other for 
whom she has nothing but hatred. Etain, the 
adopted daughter Etar the Warrior and Murienn 
Ulster, sought countless suitors, she spends her 
adolescent days “dreaming one tall cliff, drip- 
pling glory like sea-spray from each hand.” Her dreams 
come true when Eohey, elder son Rogan the Red, 
becomes the High King Tara and hurries Rath 
Etar with the bride price hundred horses fitted with 
ornamental bridles, hundred cows, chests containing 
hundred embroidered cloaks and hundred ounces 
gold. 

That only the beginning romantic and appealing 
tale ancient Ireland. full druids and poets 
and musicians and champions and kings and feasts. 
Not tremendous importance novel, Return 
the Stranger extremely well-written and pleasant 
fairy tale. Few indeed have spelled out legend 
pagan Ireland more enchantingly than Dorothy James 


Roberts. 
John McNicholas, 
University Scranton 


Chase, Mary Loretta Mason Potts 
Lippincott. Sept. 24,1958. 221p. $3.50. (I) 


The authoress Harvey, who was sixfoot-one-inch 
rabbit; Mrs. McThing, who was witch who changed 
boy into stick vice-versa, and Bernardine, 
has invented another wondrously fantastic tale about 
girl named Loretta Mason who was “farmed out” 
the Potts family when her mother was widowed and 
had work, and who was not brought back home 
until her mother had remarried and had four more 
children, the oldest whom was ten-year-old Colin, 
and lovely house and lots money. But Loretta 
was brought back live with her step-brothers and 
step-sisters and things began change right then and 
there. Because Loretta knew secret place and found 
out how get back there from her new home and, 
eventually, introduced all the children the Countess 
and the General who lived gorgeous castle across 
the bridge. The very young people who are read to, 
and the young heart who read will enjoy this story 
much more they are not told any more about the 
adventures Loretta Mason Potts, Colin, Kathy, 
Sharon and Jerry. They can sure, however, that 
there magic the telling this story, genius 
story-telling that unmistakable hard define. 
The one word for all is: “Wonderful!” 


Flagg, Kenneth Andrew 


Putnam. Oct. 23,1958. 192p. $3.00. (IIb) 

Andrew Wyman, young college student, regards him- 
self the son Joel Wyman, successful night-club 
owner, and the beautiful Early, retired 
actress. Andrew receiving psychiatric treatment for 
his feelings rejection since his mother and father 
have given him very little attention. His mother 
killed auto accident. Andrew returns East for 
the funeral and learns Millicent’s extra-marital rela- 
tionships, especially that with the wealthy Carl Dickin- 
son Clarke. Clarke’s two daughters have rejected their 
father, and the younger the two, Sydney, and An- 


Chase Flagg Ready 
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drew are drawn together their mutual problems, 
Andrew eventually learns that neither Joel nor 
cent related him. With the help his psychiatrist 
Andrew matures and comes understand himself 
better 

This novel very well written. The style sleek and 
sententious; the story related with considerable 
rative skill and moves smoothly and logically. Yet 
something wrong. This something lies the 
neyed characters and narrative situation. There are 
too many literary and story-telling parallels this 
novel; for example, Millicent Early Willa Cather’s 
“lost lady,” who afraid losing her youth, while 
Sydney Clarke the “poor little rich girl” con- 
siderable amount fiction. Mr. Flagg’s characters 
are not fresh individual enough make forget 
their literary predecessors. 

The moral the story excellent. think,” says the 
author, “there great tendency read tremendous 
psychiatric importance into innocent, only mildly 
neurotic behavior. many cases the individual him- 
self reads aberration into his own thoughts and pat- 
terns. I’ve tried write boy who has very real 
problems, and very sick viewpoint toward his own 
mind, and show that spite all he’s not really 
very abnormal monstrous and that true insight and 
healthy adjustment lies outside psychiatry itself.” 
That the author thoughtful and extraordinarily 
humane individual evident; that the author knows 
how write well evident; yet also evident that 
there tepid quality about this book—stemming 
from character and plot clichés—which reduces and 


dulls its impact. 
Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Ready, William The Poor Hater 
Regnery. Oct. 337p. $4.50. 

Patrick (Park) Leary worked Ireland the mid- 
Nineteenth century. served ship hand the 
business transporting Irish immigrants the British 
mainland. Park, however, grew tired nautical life, 
deserted his sailoring career, and signed clerk ina 
colliery Wales. After many happy years Wales 
and marriage there, Park was forced flee America 
because his IRA set Irish 
benevolent association Boston, and time was 
asked the Bishop New York City form such 
group Manhattan. But New York, Park came 
conflict with the Irish political machine. After visit 
Western Canada, Park became convinced that the 
Irish should leave the Eastern cities and settle where 
there was plenty land and wholesome atmosphere. 
Park’s plan bring this goal about failed even though 
helped many Irish immigrants newly-arrived 
Canada move and settle westward. Eventually the 
New York City political Fenians attempt use these 
Canadian immigrants attack their newly-adopted 
country since British possession. Park thwarts 
this plan, and result murdered some 
revengeful Fenian gunmen. 

The outstanding quality this novel its style. Mr. 
Ready captures Irish speech and expressions magnifi- 


“In dear 
way 
and 
theater 
soft 
hear 
gation 
especia 
about the 
this secti 
Green 


There 
the midd 
rative epi 
are frequ 
tions are 
This 
sweeping 
ures. 
The Poor 
belongs 


Weenols 
Doubleday 
During 
especially 
become 
state 
ened thei 
the 
One 
the 
Norman 
his 
the line 
Maria. 
daughter 
father’s 
the weak 
could 
There 
Miners 
was cons 
wife. 
Silurian 
coal. 
learne 
Peter Pat 
Salern 
miners 
tice 
learned 
egedly 
India. 
Jesu fell 
liam’s 
for his 


LLERS 


lems, 
mself 


con- 
orget 


the 
him- 
own 
eally 
self.” 
nows 
that 
ming 
and 


1958 


cently. His style particularly reminiscent 
Synge. There freshness, quaintness, uniqueness: 
“In dear and dirty Dublin come-all-ye was the easy 
way learning about the Irish heroes great and small, 
and about the Irish. Just standing outside 
theater door waiting for the opening hour, looking 
ballad-monger O’Connell Street, you could 
hear the words rolling creaking wheezing the congre- 
gation that began form with the first neeya the 
What delight read such prose. Mr. Ready 
especially eloquent and picturesque when writes 
about the Irish and Welsh coal miners 
this section his book rivalled only How 
Green Was Valley. 


There are defects this novel. Narratively, sags 
the middle. episodic; the breaks between the nar- 
rative episodes are often too abrupt, and the characters 
are frequently not well motivated. But these reserva- 
tions are secondary such beautifully-written book. 
This bountiful, bardic novel, lilting and singing, 
sweeping the reader along splendid mellifluous meas- 
ures. you liked The Last Hurrah, you will like 
The Poor Hater. clean, wonderful book, and 


belongs your library. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Keep This Oath 


Weenolsen, Hebe 
Doubleday. Oct. 16,1958. 543p. $4.50. 


During the reign Stephen the 12th Century and 
especially the days when Henry Plantagenet, later 


become Henry II, was seeking the crown, England was 
state anarchy the Norman barons strength- 
ened their domains and pillaged the countryside mainly 
the expense the remaining English freeholders. 
One these, Kenric Carn-Innis, held lands along 
the Devon coast where lived with his estranged 
Norman wife and their two sons, Manwin and Jesu- 
Maria. Englishman was intensely interested 
his holdings and planned have Manwin carry 
the line rather than the more Norman-appearing Jesu- 
Maria. But Manwin wanted marry tavern-keeper’s 
daughter and become sailor. Escaping 
father’s refusal, Manwin was gored wild boar and 
the weakling Jesu, who retched the sight blood, 
influenced his brother’s death and unhappy because 
could not gain his father’s favor, fled into the woods. 
There was captured Gwilliam, one the Free 
Miners the Forest Dean and brutal sadist who 
was constantly suspecting the fidelity Sibbie, his 
wife. There spiritless young Jesu labored among the 
Silurian miners and learned the mystery digging 
coal. There also, waxed strength and wisdom, 
learned the arts medicine and surgery from Father 
Peter Paul, old Benedictine monk who had studied 
Salerno and who had immured himself among the 
miners when the papal edicts against the clerical prac- 
tice medicine had been promulgated. What Jesu 
learned was not the bungling barber surgery saw and 
cautery but most refined physiological surgery, al- 
passed through Salerno from Arabia and 
ndia. 

Jesu fell love with Sibbie and, during one Gwil- 
liam’s periodic absences Bristol brothels, took her 
own. Returning unexpectedly, Gwilliam killed 
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Sibbie and was, turn, killed Jesu. Escaping from 
the forest, Jesu went Bristol where was imprisoned 
Sir Arnulf Deveril, Constable that town 
Henry’s name, highwayman. Liberated Arnulf’s 
daughter Geva, whom Jesu had known during child- 
hood, found himself serving barber surgeon 
King Stephen’s army during the siege castle 
which Henry had been trapped. During his childhood 
Jesu had helped Henry escape trap and now again 
aided the future King freedom. Joining Henry’s 
forces, was knighted, rode with Henry into the Mid- 
lands, exposed Sir Arnulf Deveril traitor, rescued 
his dying father from Arnulf’s dungeons, was given 
Carn-Innis and additional baronies, won the lady Geva 
wife and was given the right teach surgery 


Oxford. 


This long, involved and highly naturalistic story life 
12th Century England marred occasional im- 
morality, reference the Pope’s power divorce 
and misunderstanding the papal prohibition 
clerical medical practice. One also suspects that the 
author, her enthusiasm for Salernian medicine, read 
somewhat more into the references she studied than 
they really contained. Her descriptions are far too 
highly modernized have been understood that 
sense even the practitioners from Salerno. All 
all, the book suitable escape reading for adults but 
deserves real recommendation. 
L.N. 


Wheeler, Keith Small World 
Dutton. 349p. $3.98. (IIb) 


The exciting life Web Harmon, American foreign 
correspondent whose assignments include every im- 
portant hostility from the last Pacific engagements 
World War through the more recent crises the 
Middle East, the subject Keith Wheeler’s second 
novel, Small World. choice and representation 
several episodes this story compare favor- 
ably with similar incidents described such popular 
novels The Caine Mutiny, Mr. Roberts, and Don’t 
Near the Water. Mr. Wheeler portrays the hilarity 
and heroism servicemen and war correspondents 
with realism such comes only from experience. The 
novel contains enough fighting, love-making, and flag- 
waving for least three Hollywood productions. 


The loose plot Small World tells the romance 
Web Harmon and Sara Ingalls, the beautiful daughter 
the owner the Baltimore Herald. She persuades 
her father permit her cover the hostilities Asia, 
and later those Europe and the Middle East. Her 
romance with Web frequently interrupted mis- 
taken judgments, jealousy, the circumstances travel, 
and Sara’s marriage Danny Goodman; but when 
the Reds murder Danny for renouncing his Communist 
beliefs, she free marry Web, her only love. 


Aside from Web’s romance, there little unify 
Small World. see Web chasing news the Orient, 
including Korea and Communist China; Europe for 
the Berlin Air Lift; and the Middle East, for the 
Arab-Israeli War. However, the emphasis this nar- 
rative upon Web’s association with other war cor- 
respondents, not upon the news events themselves. 
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Perhaps because Keith Wheeler not primarily 
novelist but reporter (from 1954 1956 was 
Time’s Middle East bureau chief), his book betrays his 
inexperience fiction writing. When strives 
develop and maintain suspense, his methods are artisti- 
cally weak and dramatically clumsy. his Cairo 
scene, for example, Mr. Wheeler alternates many times 
between Web’s adventure with “Incredible” Jones 
newly discovered tomb and Sara’s frustrating wait 
hotel. 

But Mr. Wheeler’s successes Small World are numer- 
ous and impressive. Most notable, perhaps, his suc- 
cess representing the rootless character the lives 
his correpondents. The railway car, taxi, and air- 
plane shrink their world. Their spirit camaraderie 
replaces the tie home. And that spirit strong 
Web and Jones, Peter Carter and Angel Kellog, and 
even Danny Goodman and Harold Forsythe, the 
prim reporter for the Protestant Review. Mr. Wheeler 
amazingly successful giving them life. 

Small World romance, travelogue, adventure; 
the pace constant and swift. Its participants are 
engaged all-engrossing journalistic rivalry. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Capote, Truman Breakfast Tiffany’s 
Random House. Oct. 23,1958. 179p. $3.50. (IIb) 
Every jublication Truman Capote treat. this 
slim volume publishes three short stories and what 
but more novel than am, barely novelette. 


Christmas Memory” the final short story the 
book. rather brief lyrical monstrosity which ap- 
pears distinctly out place this particular col- 
girls’ class any delicate college. 

Diamond Guitar” reasonably pleasant story 
prison camp that has young man thrust upon 
disturb the dull monotony. Adequate writing, but one 
that you would send many magazines before they 
bought from you. Again sounds more like old 
adolescent paper dug fill out the volume. 

“House Flowers” magnificently written cameo 
the life Port-au-Prince prostitute who finds some- 
thing close love, and finds that the something she 
has better than the something she sensi- 
tive, lyrically beautiful, with that subdued beauty that 
marks Truman Capote his best. seemed tragic 
that the other two should coupled it. 

But Breakfast Tiffany’s the piéce resistance 
the book. written deceptively simple style, and 
the simplicity most effective. Basically not 
novel, not novelette, but picture one girl and 
her one way life. She comes out the darkness 
fully etched character, fades somewhat about the 
edges, then moves back into sharp focus once more. 
She totally without morals, without sense, without 
conscience, yet rather lovable. seems that 
Capote sketching too close life times, but 
manages bring the artistry which clearly his into 
effect rather quickly these moments make the 


Wright Best 
characters live the world fiction they could 
never live the world life. 


The book is, unfortunately, rather shockingly vulgar 
few spots, and think that this rather pity. There 
enough fine artistry the writing and enough pres 
tige the author’s name guarantee that this will 
best seller. thought the vulgarity unnecessary; 
will certainly limit the audience. But with that pos 
sible exception truly superb piece workman- 
ship, the sort picture you get only when powerful 
artist working all cylinders full time. Guaranteed 
sell about half million copies the reasonable 


price quoted. 
O’Gorman, 
University Scranton 


Wright, Richard The Long Dream 
Doubleday. 384p. $3.95. (III) 


This strong fare. Richard Wright, the Negro author 
well known for his Native Son, Black Boy and some 
other half dozen less well known books, now tells 
what happened Fishbelly, the young Negro who grew 
non-existent Clintonville, Mississippi. Fish’s (or 
Fishbelly’s) father was well-to-do undertaker largely 
because the rent and profits received from house 
prostitution which was given police protection 
Cantley, the white chief police. The latter exacted 
from Fish’s father one-half the profits from the dis 
orderly house. The undertaker and Negro physician 
made good deal money from firetrap they oper- 
ated disreputable dance hall openly frequented 
prostitutes. Cantley also shared these profits and 
therefore allowed the firetrap, known The Grove, 
operate even though fire prevention ordinances were 
being openly violated. Fish was taken his father 
the disorderly house owned the father and there 
made completely familiar with sex. are given 
convincing evidence Mr. Wright that practically all 
the young Negroes high school age Clintonville 
were sexually promiscuous. That was emphatically 
true Fish, Zeke, Tony, Chris, Gloria, Vera, Gladys, 
Betty, Tillie and the others involved the story. 


The conversation often slangy, suggestive and 
fane. The existence canine strain assumed 
almost everyone’s maternal line descent. The author 
makes effort present his Negro characters 
favorable light. portrays them amoral and 
interested practically nothing but irregular but fre- 
quent sexual relations. However, all this reality 
blamed the white people. The implication clear. 
The Negroes Clintonville were practically forced 
become immoral lawbreakers, protected and abetted 
the whites. Then tragedy struck when The Grove 
burned and about forty lives were lost. When ap- 
peared likely that Cantley was revealed the 
partner Fish’s father, Tyree Tucker, Cantley had his 
men shoot Tucker. Then Cantley also “framed” young 
Fish charge raping white girl because Fish was 
believed have secret evidence the form 
celled checks that Cantley had received frequent pay- 
ments from the dead Tyree Tucker. Fish finally be- 
came convinced that Negroes could not live the 
same community with white people, least 
country. Fish sensed it, the Negro 
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“existed the bosom the enemy [the white man], shared 
his ideals, spoke his tongue, fought with his weapons, and 
died death usually his choosing. Fishbelly wondered 
would always like that. Black people paid greater 
tribute the white enemy than they did God, whom 
they could sometimes forget, but the white man could never 
forgotten. God meted out rewards and punishments only 
after death; you felt the white man’s judgments every hour” 
(p. 289). 
And why this hatred the yhite man for the Negro? 
Mr. Wright has his characters explain fear upon 
the part the white man that gave the Negro half 
chance, the Negro would surpass the white man. 
The only way, therefore, for the basically inferior white 
man retain his unnatural position superiority 
keep the Negro intimidated, poverty-stricken and 
tically helpless. The author clearly implies that Negroes 
can never live normal and free lives the American 
South, perhaps not even the American North. 
the end the novel, Fish, after having been kept 
for two years trumped-up charges, finally 
and leaves America for France because Negro 
wrote him that colored man could free 
France. Interestingly enough, and possibly not acci- 
dentally, Mr. Wright himself left the United States ten 
years ago and took residence France. But this 
the only solution this problem? really 
the reader, are left with these questions 
your mind you put down this provocative book. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Keyes, Frances Parkinson Victorine 


Messner. Oct. 27,1958. 380p. $4.50. (Ila) 


celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary Frances 
Parkinson Keyes’s alliance with Messner, her publisher 
here presents her latest book, and will also re-issue this 
fall two her earlier ones, one volume. This story 
takes place the twenties, the same locale Blue 
Camellia—the rice country southwest Louisiana. 
Primarily, the story Prosper Villac; young, hand- 
some son Lavinia, and manager one his mother’s 
two rice mills. falls love with the tempestuous 
Victorine Branche, recently returned the family 
estate with her ailing father. She has had life 
excitement, international travel and all the appurte- 
nances great wealth. Prosper’s pampered, lovable 
sister, Anne-Marie, second heroine. Dale Fontenot 
and Didlier Benoit are her ardent suitors; she unable 
make her mind which one accept. Both are 
nice, wealthy boys. 
Tragedy suddenly descends all, when the wanton 
speak-easy singer Titine Dargereux found dead, 
(murdered suicide?), rice bin Prosper’s 
Claudia Mill. Most unfortunately, the night previous 
her death had succumbed his lust for her, 
fore was aware Vickie returned his love. Anne- 
Marie’s suitors are also likely suspects, one them 
having given the dead girl, (as had Prosper), pair 
gold slippers which she greatly coveted. 
The police also cast wary eye the employer and 
lover Titine, August Scholtze. Mainly, the older 
members Prosper’s numerous family constitute the 
other characters. 
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course, all glibly brought successful denoue- 
ment, and the central figures are free continue their 
Cinderella existence. Even this reviewer figured out 
who the murderer was, and believe me, scarcely know 
who killed Cock Robbin! 

Mrs. Keyes’ characters are papier-maché; saccharine 
synthetic, all the way. The protagonists slip 
beneath her pen, emerge only silhouettes. Actual- 
ly, her villains are more ably portrayed than her heroes. 
least they display the motives and actions attribu- 
table flesh and blood people. 

Victorine’s abrupt reversal from quarreling dislike 
passionate love her relationship with Prosper un- 
believably managed. And that Prosper’s life-long, blind 
devotion his sister should shattered one inci- 
dent scarcely credible. 

The plot very pat, very pretty and mundane that 
the reader can mentally write the next line before 
reads it. The author does possess the virtue, rare 
enough these days, clean, moral writing. And her 
solutions life problems are compatible with the Ten 
Commandments. Yet there certainly nothing earth- 


shattering about this one. Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Conte, Arthur Village 
Translated from the French, vigne sous rempart, 
Frenaye. Crown. Oct. 1958. 183p. $3.00. 
fa 

Conceived idyllic literary form, this novelette, 
the author lets the village speak for itself describing 
episodically the lives its inhabitants. light novel, 
the result proves exercise creative ingenuity 
and imaginative power. 

The village unimportant little town the Cata- 
lonian plain overlooking the Mediterranean between 
Languedoc and Rousillon, where the people speak Cata- 
lan home and learn French school. They are 
thus somewhat quaint reference most French 
towns; hence should lend themselves certain in- 
terest their charm. However, there very little 
that charming Salses, though much interest. 


The Village has seen great deal history, which 
interlards into the frame-work its current life stories. 
These depict the philosophic blacksmith Jerome; Tran- 
sinette, the widow whose life revolves round the grand- 
son she has brought alone since his fourth year; the 
boy Pierrot himself and the man becomes, involved 
international intrigue; Rodolphe, the improbable vil- 
lage beau; Parote the shepherd, and Angelica the blind 
child; and several others including the agnostic doctor 
and the good but coarse gourmet priest. 

The interest the book lies the skill with which the 
author weaves the lives these people and through 
the complications modern life, with throw-backs 
the harsher and duller lives their ancestors. has 
the classic touch the well cultivated French author. 
Vignettes and short sharp descriptive pieces abound. 
The book thus does not lack charm. does appear 
reflect with accuracy the life modernized peas- 
antry; and excellent English translation, furnishes 
few hours pleasant reading. 

Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 
New York, New York 
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The Lost Country 
Oct. 29, 1958. 559p. $5.00. (IIb) 


This ambitious novel, and some sense 
cessful one. However, would have been more aptly 
titled “The Lost Soul,” for the country comes off much 
better under the poetic touch the author than does 
the big, handsome, kindly, talented but confused, ado- 
lescent hero, Jim Blackstarr. The story depicts the 
development basically sensitive soul growing 
boy Norwegian stock the modern back-woods 
the Shenandoah Valley Virginia, whom contact with 
the elemental passion within him, and organized society 
outside home-grounds, jars and startles until forces 
him capitulate and abscond. 


Salamanca, 
Simon and Schuster. 


Mr. Salamanca obviously intent upon describing the 
awakening the sex drive within the juvenile and the 
adolescent. Jim Blackstarr conceived normal, 
healthy youngster, big and strong for his age, with con- 
siderable talent and poetic appreciation. His folks are 
solid, down earth toilers the land, who give their 
son the rugged virtues hard work, but little else 
way intellectual stimulation moral guidance. This 
enables the author dissect the mind the youth 
reacts drives and stresses within and without the 
family circle. Naturally Mr. Salamanca has theme 
evolve. early page two, plants its shadow 
the groping consciousness the baby whose aware- 
ness the world about him unraveling the mysteries 
life: “Anne (his mother) was woman. She was 
different from him and Christian (his father), because 
she wore dress, and she was different underneath the 
dress. That was dark and sweet mystery.” 


Unfortunately for Jim—whom the event proves not 
precocious this infant intuition might lead the 
reader believe—while occasionally sweet, the mystery 
remains dark, and this despite brushing six with 
the arousement passion awakened him his 
seven-year-old cousin Nory. the end she occasions 
what considers his final undoing. But meanwhile 
fifteen discovers for himself and his girlhood 
sweetheart the beauty “love” only awaken crudely 
the problem conscience. Finally discovers that 
what started sincere interest the awakening and 
encouragement his aesthetic awareness the part 
Miss Carpenter, his first teacher, had turned into 
the same channel. When she commits suicide, Jim’s 
fate guides him into the loved-starved 
clutches his cousin Nory, once more. Here 
discovered his uncle. Where- 
upon, wild fit despair, Jim lights out the Val- 
ley and has lost his country. 


boldly stated, the plot indicates none the nuances 
thought and description which the author achieves 
managing mildly complicated story. What seems 
unfortunate the raw reactions anger and hurt 
which Jim constantly subjected. What evident 
that the total lack religious and moral guidance 
Jim’s life, despite one brief and inadequate contact with 
the local minister, has left him completely immature 
oaf. The author’s power description both places 
and things give promise. Here the evolution his 
theme seemed fruitless and unavailing. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R. 


Salamanca Houston Fisher 
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Houston, Margaret Bell Cottonwoods Grow Tall 
Crown. Sept. 247p. $3.50. (IIb) 


When the granddaughter Sam Houston writes book 
about Texas, the reader bound sit and take 
note. Her latest novel makes you realize that here 
writer with flair for southern scene and idiom, deft 
limner local characters, poetic novelist, (she has 
written several volumes verse), one who captures 
the nostalgic mood and rhythm Texas the turn 
the century when the Galveston Flood was the nation’s 
Number topic. 

This novel based the legend the Texas hills 
aptly called “The Lost Lady the 
Ma’am the Bible-reading, cussing, lovable old dictator 
who remembers wresting her good land from mesquite 
and Comanches. She wants Heather marry Don, 
despite their being first cousins. But Heather loves 
Stan, nephew Rena, and Don loves and marries 
dark mysterious daughter Mr. Duval, 
schoolmaster. 

There one weakness the structure the plot: 
Rena, married Steve, who Ma’am’s son, stal- 
wart, rugged Texan; she falls love with Mr. Duval, 
whose chief romantic attributes are his historical mind 
and his skill dancing. Steve discovers them 
tryst, kills Mr. Duval, and this makes his wife semi- 
invalid, due shock. However, readers will delight 
the long train bas-relief minor characters which en- 
liven this pageant early Texas life. The memorable 
ones are: Mrs. Keezy, shaped like silo and cook for 
the gods; Big Doll, mistress the dancing and gambling 


bistro; Wig, the hermit the plains who uses 
ing stick locate oil; Trink, the Mexican and his 


band cowboys; and Ticker, the waddy who could 
make fiddle cry. While plot motivation may 
trifle weak, the descriptions the Texas scenes make 
you feel part magic circle. Some descriptions 
read like blank verse, e.g., 
“Tt had turned cool and old broken moon was climbing 
the sky. Faint and far-away heard the sound music. 
Beyond the chuck wagons the boys under their tarpaulins 
looked like desert dunes.” 
adult saga the Texas legend, Texas people, Texas 
scenery, this novel can unforgettable reading ex- 


perience. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Good Counsel High School, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Fisher, Steve House Limit 
Dutton. Oct. 13,1958. 224p. $3.50. (III) 


Dice and Las Vegas. Sex and gambling. The Lone 
Wolf versus the Syndicate. terse, hard story tell 
the inside what might one Las Vegas’ gambling 
casinos. These could the ingredients success for 
this book. hardly miss the lack introductory 
warning about “Any resemblance Mickey Spillane 
coincidental”—for there hard-bitten detective who 
beats confessions out suspects and later heedlessly 
runs into bullet. More surprisingly, the story lacks 
more important element—a tough rawhide ending. For 
the “cynical casino owner” does marry the “beautiful 
innocent school teacher” the last page. Correct 
that: only agrees marry her. 
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Joe Martin the independent casino owner who en- 
dures three harrowing days professional gambler 
backed mysterious syndicate tries break the 
casino. The dice game goes with “no house limit” 
continuously with breaks only hour two 
time for period something like three days. 
surprising the amount sex that can crammed into 
those few hours ,but then Bello, the professional gam- 
bler, has his special girl and Joe Martin has the innocent 
school teacher. After the gambler takes about two 
million dollars out the house during most the 
three days, Martin takes back two rolls the 


Even this proves nothing, apparently, for the syndicate 
can start all over again wishes. Meanwhile 
reader starved for Las Vegas type excitement can assimi- 
late background the city—its chorus girls, its shills, 
its security measures, its credit terms, and even its 
innocent school-teacher visitors. this makes 
worth recommending any class reader but that 
planning trip Las Vegas. 
Richard Meyer, M.Ed., 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Fosburgh, Hugh The Drowning-Stone 
Morrow. Oct. 189p. $3.00. 


Sam Bentley game warden Great Bend, four- 
hundred-square-mile tract wilderness somewhere 
the northeastern part the United States. During 
World War II, Sam participated much destruc- 
tion and killing that once was released from the 
army, decorated veteran several bloody Pacific 
invasions, determined lead peaceful life. Only 
the absence child mars his marriage Donna 
the daughter the man who raised him, Doc Slagle. 
Sam and Donna expend their parental love 
Beechie, the son their friends, Lottie and Jack 
Bonner. 

With the coming the three vicious hunters from the 
city, tragedy disturbs the quiet the Bonner clearing 
Great Bend. Returning his home from the forest, 
Jack surprises one the hunters alone with Lottie 
her bedroom. Jack kills him, grabs Beechie, and car- 
him into the forest. The rest The Drowning- 
Stone describes the search for Jack Bonner. 


the pursuit, one the policemen kills Beechie, and 
Bonner buries the child near his hideout. Sam makes 
every possible effort reach his friend before Bonner 
does anything desperate. But Bonner kills the police- 
man who had shot Beechie, and the state thereupon 
gathers posse search the region. the 
horror Bonner’ plight, Sam Bentley again takes out 
alone find his friend. This time discovers him, 
badly need food, trying recover beaver that 
submerged drowning-stone one his traps. 
entley draws aim, just had the war against 
the Japs, and kills Jack Bonner. Six months later, Sem 
Bentley still defeated the memory his deed, 
and the efforts Donna and her father console 
him appear useless. 
The Drowning-Stone combines outdoor adventure and 
readable and quickly moving narrative. 
The violence human deeds contrasts with the serenity 
the Great Bend backwoods which Mr. Fosburgs de- 
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scribes with familiarity, precision, and affection. 
unerringly combines narrative with description, par- 
ticularly when Sam Bentley and Jack Bonner merge 
with the deer-filled forest. They respond the pres- 
ence trees, animals, and breezes: “Glory be, was 
fine day the woods—one those days they call 
weather breeder—cold and bright and the wind rising 
sharp spits, then lulling off you could hear the 
falling beechnuts pattering like hail the dry leaves.” 
Mr. Fosburgh’s pleasures the open air are transmitted 
language that clear and unsentimental. 

Adult readers will fifind themselves sharing Sam Bent- 
ley’s sympathy for Jack Bonner, (“I guess you could say 
he’s conscience. Him and the boy.”), his disgust 
with Lottie, and his gentle love for Beechie and for the 
forest. His strong feelings are convincingly represented 
language and style that are appropriately simple. 
Vulgarity almost non-existent and profanity rare. 


Joseph Wolff 


Bonner, Paul Hyde Aged the Woods 
Scribner. Oct. 157p. $5.00. (Ila) 


Paul Hyde Bonner has given selection short 
stories about hunting and fishing which provides some 
excellent reading for the Aged the 
Woods collection thirteen sketches, some 
autobiographical nature and others fictional. Six the 
stories involve hunting experiences; the other seven, 
fishing. Generally speaking, the latter, especially the 
non-fictional, are livelier and more entertaining. 


One fictional story particular, You Know,” 
contains incident which would restrict the adult 
reader. involves the violent death man the 
hands drunken night-club patron. The events 
leading the incident, the characters involved, and 
the attitude the friend the dead man, all require 
some maturity approach. unfortunate that one 
story mars book which would have great appeal 
the younger reader. 

The setting the stories varies. few are laid 
England and Ireland; the rest take place along the east- 
ern coast the United States. One rather good one 
tells the capture record marlin off the Florida 
coast the author, with Dorothy Parker aboard the 
fishing boat. Some the stories are written light 
vein; others are dramatic. charming picture 
small boy’s first experience with “thrasher” the 
farm, culminating with his instruction unique 
method fishing contained “Tickled Death.” 


conclusion, word should said praise Char- 
les Scribners’ Sons’ fine edition this collection. The 
colorful jacket, excellent binding and high-quality paper 
much enhance interesting book. 

Brother Cosmas, C.F.X. 


Frankau, Pamela Ask More 
Harper. Oct. 29, 1958. 375p. $3.95. (IIb) 


has been said that life the meat the novel, and 
that true, Pamela Frankau must indeed reckoned 
one the truly significant novelists our day. 
know other writer who more willing come 
grips with life the same basis stark yet tender 
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honesty than Miss Frankau her works. And for 
that reason recommend this novel highly—but only 
those who can read. was not meant 
afternoon’s diversion the sun. 

strange story, whose focus moves delicately from 
one character another, touching the lives writer 
who has somehow lost the words that were his life; 
woman who beautiful beyond dreams and who 
considers her own perfection the mirror each day 
see again the marvels her own beauty; strange 
husband who has fathered twins yet hovers around the 
fringe homosexuality; boy who has worked hard 
destroying his life before has begun; and, above all, 
woman who loves the writer, who cannot have 
him because already married, who watches him 
spreading himself out anyone who will take him, 
who finally has him her husband, who loses him 
before lost death, and who finds the lost boy 
one chance achieve something which was never hers. 


tragic story. The lives each these tortured 
souls are painted Miss Frankau all the meaning- 
less details which are immensely amusing, immensely 
diverting, and immensely disastrous. She has somehow 
captured the ability the human being laugh- 
ingly down the road total destruction—and this with 
many people, not only one. 

not easy novel read. was not intended. 
What most disturbing about the book the whole 
life Alexandria, the one woman who seems keep 
some semblance stability throughout the book, who 
can see clearly, horribly clearly, the whole meaning 


each life around her, but who eventually finds herself 
caught the last final horror love that she 
could not possibly countenance, but could not possibly 
see how avoid. 

totally unable sit down and sift the values 
Miss Frankau they come through the novel. Indeed 


not sure that anyone able to. She has taken 
some the themes which one finds poignant, 
brutal, the work Graham Greene, and she has 
made these questions part the story. But perhaps the 
final value the book the compulsion reevaluate. 
not book that answers questions. book 
that shreds the lives men and women before the 
eyes the reader few writers today can. And 
when the pieces are all laid out, there pat answer 
that will put them back together. 

have copy Wreath for the Enemy Pamela 
Frankau home. getting old, and the binding 
broken, and looking for new copy right now. 
Inside have marked: “This book which particu- 
larly love; will you try get back whenever 
you finish it, even though you borrowed years ago.” 
have that few books, and those few lend 
only those whose minds know. not sure that 
think very, very fine. shall lend thinking 
friends with warmth. 

O’Gorman 


McDougall, Colin Execution 
St. Martin’s Press. 228p. $3.50. 


The average American tends think the Second 
World War terms the participation American 


McDougall Colin 


SELLERs 


units the various campaigns. may remember 
the fact that the British were also involved, but few 
think the Canadians and their part the conflict, 
Execution the story one Canadian outfit, and what 
the war did the people it. Curiously, dif. 
ficult say just who the central character the book 
is, though Adam certainly dominates the narrative. 


the story many men. the Padre who went 
insane shortly after the first landings Sicily, the 
men who knew was insane but felt that would 
the kinder thing merely ignore it. the story 
the lives many the men, and the story the 
death almost all. But there attempt make 
this more than merely the conventional story war. 
There tremendous effort the part the author 
reduce the whole meaning war terms which 
are comprehensible and true. And feel that has 
large part succeeded. 


Early the book there proposed the men the 
small unit around which the novel built the choice 
following orders execute all Italian army deserters 
use two them for servants. They choose the 
latter, become fond their mascots, and are suddenly 
ordered shoot them. done, but each man feels 
dirtier, and the war becomes something different now 
that the killing has become suddenly personalized. 
From then the killing becomes succession execu- 
tions, and the totality the book makes powerful 
case for putting some meaning into death war. ends 
with another execution, and strangely this personaliza- 
tion death brings peace all the men involved. 
This powerful new author. writes with con- 
viction, and his conviction does not get the way 
his clear feeling for story line. book that 
tremendously honest, often brilliant, and always 


moving. fine novel war. 
O’Gorman 


Colin, Gerty Say Love 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 21,1958. $3.95. (Ila) 

Say Love the story life the fabulous court 
Louis XIV. The intrique, immorality and decadence 
the time well depicted the colorful setting 
Fontainebleau, Versailles ,and the Louvre. Court balls, 
ballets and carnivals occupy the royal household. Trips 
which carry the Queen Mother and her entourage close 
the front line battle are exciting. Here the King 
and his musketeers perform the delight the Ladies 
the Court. 


The “Sun King” falls love with Marie, beautiful 
niece the powerful Cardinal Mazarin, the real ruler 
France. The Queen Mother refuses sanction the 
marriage and she aided the Cardinal when 
realizes that would ruin his lifetime plans and lessen 
his influence. Louis married Spanish Princess 
and Marie forced leave France and marry Colonna, 
whose fortune replenished the dowry the 
wealthy Mazarin’s niece. 


Marie grows fond her husband time and bears 
him three sons but, when she learns that has been 
unfaithful, she flees France and hopes that she will 
welcomed court and again become the favorite 
Louis. The Queen forbids her return Paris and 
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for many years she wanders about the provinces, finally 
Spain. Her children are grown when she 
again sees them and following the death her hus- 
band she permitted return Paris 


emissary from the King brings the invitation she has 
long awaited. Suddenly she realizes that she has been 
love with the memory young handsome Louis 
and see him now would shatter that dream. She 
sends regrets and gives her excuse that she must 
return immediately Rome where her youngest son 


Marie the only fine character the story though 
she too, the tradition her frivilous family in- 
volved several flirtatious escapades. 

Miss Colin’s style writing pleasantly refreshing and 
she holds the reader’s interest the end. Say 
Love will interest students French history and tour- 
ists who have visited Paris. How much fantasy 
and how much authentic debatable. good adult 


reading. 
Edward Sinnott, 
Tuckahoe, New York 
Brick, John Panther Mountain 


Doubleday. Oct. 16,1958. 287p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The title the novel, Panther Mountain, taken from 
the bleak peak which rises near the farm Carl Lind- 
quist somewhere Central Valley “about thirty miles 
west Kingston.” Lindquist has inherited the farm 
and the mountain from uncle and lives here with 
his daughter Clara and her son, whose father un- 
known. 

One day after the Civil War, Jim Geraghty, recently 
demobilized, appears looking for work. hired 
and settles down enjoy the backwoods solitude. 
has affair with Clara, who determined get 
away the city and all its attractions. works hard 
doing most the farm work and becomes close friend 
young Taylor. 

trip the County Fair, Clara meets stranger 
from the city, who goes the name Joe Tighe. 
develops that Tighe town buy Panther Moun- 
tain for his employer. Lindquist holds out for his price. 
desperation Joe conceives the plan killing the old 
man and marrying Clara, the heir, thereby getting all 
the money. The opportunity presents itself when 
finds the old man ladder attempting repair the 
roof his silo. climbs and knocks Lindquist 
his death. After the funeral persuades Clara 
marry him promising take her away immediately. 
During the settlement the estate visits the bank 
several times and decides that would simple 
sends for accomplice, professional gun- 
man, whom hides the farm. Jim has left with 
young Tay and living the nearby Eck farm. Clara 
begins doubt her husband’s sincerity when she finds 
herself doing all the chores and cooking for the men. 


They rob the bank, after killing the manager, but while 
they are making their get-away horseback they are 
the Village Constable, who kills Stover 
and recovers the loot. Tighe, though wounded, escapes 
and painfully makes his way the farm. Clara dresses 
the wound and they are about set out over the 
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mountain when Tay appears. Tighe ties him cot 
but able free himself. leaves note for Jim 
that going after his mother and her husband. 
When they catch the fugitives they are unable 
anything, for Tighe threatens kill Clara they are 
not allowed proceed. Clara leads the way through 
dangerous swamp expecting leave Tighe and make 
her way out. She found dead party searchers 
and expected that Tighe dead. 


All ends happily when Jim invites Tay his 
home the Berkshires with him and his future wife, 
Harriet Eck. 


The book frightfully real with good descriptive pass- 
ages; yet alarming when comes the language used 
the characters and the sex situations that arise. Put- 
ing these facts together this day and age, might 
say that the story real that one incident 
could possibly have been other than was. 


Anne Maloney, 
Tuckahoe, New York 


Greene, Graham Our Man Havana 
Viking. Oct. 24,1958. 247p. $3.50. (IIb) 

Graham Greene was once very much home the 
thriller, the story spies and plots and bloodshed; but 
that was years ago and his new book apt demon- 
stration Thomas Wolfe’s thesis that “you can’t 
home again.” Our Man Havana novel about 
espionage but not all like This Gun for Hire 
Confidential Agent. Apparently Greene has decided 
that this world better mirrored macabre humor 
and senseless killing than the taut orderliness his 
earlier action stories; and has written hap- 
hazard way novel that Evelyn Waugh would have 
done beautifully. The book interesting—Greene’s 
work almost always is—but unsatisfactory; makes 
one feel that the author working with the wrong sort 
material. 


Greene’s hero Jim Wormold, mild, innocuous Eng- 
lishman who has for years been making his living 
selling vacuum cleaners Havana. suddenly finds 
himself drafted into the British secret service and com- 
missioned set spy apparatus the city. 
accepts because wants money lavish his 
daughter and learns that can draw upon the 
government for his expenses and those his agents. 
Wormold’s apparatus purely fictitious, composed 
part real people who never know that they are spies 
and part characters who are entirely the products 
imagination. When London becomes impatient and 
demands concrete results, Wormold sends the plans 
highly secret installations the Cuban mountains; the 
plans baffle the secret service chiefs who never realize 
that they are looking the drawings for gigantic 
vacuum cleaner. little game stopped 
only series deaths, beginning with that 
young man named Raul, who killed because Worm- 
old has invented spy named Raul, and ending with 
that Wormold’s best friend, old German doctor 
who actually involved espionage for another power. 
After discovery the whole deception, the secret ser- 
vice decides cover its blunder honoring the 
deceiver with decoration. 
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Waugh would give such story significance brilliant- 
implying contrast between man’s futility and 
death’s dignity; would make the humorous carica- 
ture brittle that violence would seem the only way 
restoring life decent shape. Greene’s humor 
sometimes simply embarrassing. 

The book certainly not without merit;; very 
lively. But Greene fritters away the tension that the 
story needs. And his Havana strange place; the 
Wormold-eye view city peopled entirely spies 
and the agents commercialized sex—in fact, sex 
all around the main characters, though does not 
enter directly into their lives the course the nar- 
rative. 
Critics will probably give considerable attention—undue 
attention, the words spoken the 
Catholic daughter the divorced Wormold and the 
divorcée who plans marry him: “Oh, pagans can 
almost anything, and you are pagans. Lucky you.” 

William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Parrish 


Savage, Mildred 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 20,1958. 470p. $4.95. 


The subtitle (or even better, the title) this book 
could easily “Love Tobacco Road.” The locale 
the book Connecticut where tobacco used mak- 
ing cigars When somebody said “What this 
country needs good cent cigar” you may have 


wondered what blocking off this fundamental 
remedy. Parrish will tell you. These special tobacco 
plants are cared for like premature babies who are 
heirs the throne. man-hours and man-lives 
consumed are “fabulous.” 


This book very well written. you don’t like the 
technical tobacco explanations you can skip them. 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


Women and Thomas Harrow Oct. 
Doctor Zhivago Oct. 
Around the World with 

Auntie Mame Sept. 15, 
The King Must Die (IIb) Aug. 
The Enemy Camp June 15, 
Anatomy Murder (IIb) Jan. 
The Best Everything (IV) Sept. 
The Image Makers (IIb) June 
Chez Pavan (Ila) Aug. 
The Time the Dragons Eke Aug. 15, 
The Once and Future King Sept. 
The Day Fire Oct. 
Angélique (IV) Golon Oct. 
Lolita (IV) Nabokov 15, 

NON-FICTION 

Golden 
Heyerdahl 
Boyington 
Gunther 


Marquand 
Pasternak 


Dennis 
Renault 
Weidman 
Jaffe 
Drver 
Llewellyn 
Uris 
White 
Ullman 


Only America (Ila) 
Aku-Aku (Ila) 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep 
Inside Russia Today (Ila) 
The Affluent Society (1) 
War Peace the Space Age (Ila) 
Masters Deceit 
Abandon Ship! 
The Russian Revolution (Ila) 
Mister Music Maker, 
Lawrence Welk (I) 


Aug. 
Sept. 
Aug. 15, 
Apr. 
July 
Gavin Oct. 
Hoover Mar. 15, ’58 
Newcomb 15, 
Moorehead Aug. 15, 
July 


Coakley 


Savage Prosser 


long book and has the common defect failing 
toward the last but the first two-thirds the book 
hold their own with the much-better-than-average. Con- 
sidering that this first novel really 
tional book. 


One thing that struck was the strength the male 
characters. has been noted that books written 
men, the women characters tend weak and sha- 
dowy; and vice versa. This not true this 
The men are men; although they smell like tobacco 
plants. 

Parrish “boy” years who comes with his 
ness rich planter’s daughter, rather flighty girl. 
Parrish sort sore thumb, generally the 
way. goes through series jobs and love en- 
counters and turns into “man.” This sounds much 
worse than actually is. 

Throughout the book there general lack morals; 
and when moral decisions arise, they are solved 
feelings. For example, Parrish’s mother, still very 
attractive 39, accepts the invitation rich planter 
spend so-called “week-end” with him. the last 
possible moment she changes her mind. Her motiva- 
tion not clear; but surely not service God. 


The book reminds one Tree Grows Brooklyn 
least this extent: parent confronted with the 
problems prematrimonial sex experiences off- 
spring. both these books there fundamental 
departure from the accepted cultural values our age, 
not mention the moral values. 

One final word about the ending the book. The 
book poses problem, many modern novels do. 
The problem posed interesting one but the solu- 
tion totally inadequate. Deus machina with- 
out the Deus. other words, the problem solved, 
(inasmuch solved), not the efforts the 
characters but circumstances beyond their control. 
Thus one the main threats the general happiness 
neatly eliminated crippling heart attack. How- 
ever, one the characters does take active part 
the solution. deserts the locale the story and 
joins the Navy. But there’s law that you have 
read book the end. 

James Ball, S.J., 


Buffalo, New York 


Prosser, Enemies and Friends 
Little, Brown. Oct. 247p. $3.75. (IV) 


Dessalines, one the most prominent architects the 
age, marries Lisa, almost forty years younger than he. 
wants two things from her—a son and respite 
from death. Lisa has previously had number 
affairs, including one which culminated the death 
fatherless child. They live Tanaquil Island, 
the coast Maine, complete with rocky cliffs, pounding 
waves and screaming gulls. year later, they 
have child, daughter rather than the son Dessalines 
had longed for. Lisa’s mother, whom she had long 
resented (the reason never clear), killed plane 
crash, and the baby named Marina for her. 


The story takes again nine years later. Lisa and 
Dessalines live opposite sides impenetrable 
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wall, working the great book that the 
capstone life creative work; she tearing around 
the countryside her sports car and staying out all 
night. 

the meantime, Upshaw, the uranium king, has 
moved into one the island’s decaying mansions and 
returned its original splendor. British Major Bate- 
man his right hand man, engaged painting 
veneer refinement over the Upshaw family. One 
his projects tremendous Fourth July party 


which the elite the island will bidden. 


Horne, boy artist, the process painting 
portrait Dessalines, commissioned honor 
award conferred him. Evan 
despises portraiture, but wants prove that and his 
family not have live completely his wife’s 
money. Julia one the Boston Loude family, with 
connections and money. His frequent affairs 
have caused her considerable unhappiness, which an- 
noys him. suspects her falling love with Will 
Blair, art critic and his best friend. 


Dessalines’ mind slowly giving away, and the sha- 
dows has dreaded are closing in. result, 
does not attend the Upshaw party, though everyone 
else does. Lisa meets Evan Horne, Upshaw’s daughter 
meets the Loude scion, and among the uninvited guests 
are drunker group who live abandoned boat 
near town. The whole affair ends fiasco the 
special fireworks planned Major Bateman high- 
light Upshaw’s life are sabotaged the angry pyro- 
technician. Julia Horne goes home with Blair while 
Evan and Lisa discover spark between them. week 
later Julia leaves Evan. 


Dessalines’ aged gardner, Brant, dies, and Dessalines 
asked speak few words the grave. Meanwhile, 
back the mansion, Rowena Upshaw and Enos Loude 
have had affair, and becomes necessary for them 
marry. Lisa decides that she will give herself 
Evan, and does so. (The thinking that leads this 
decision reminiscent the slogan: Eventually, why 
not now?) this point the story the denizens 
the abandoned boat have their hour, which Venetia, 
the busiest streetwalker town, punished group 
men she has infected. (This the most polite way 
putting it.) Crazy Dick, who has looked Lisa 
with desire, and the process started bar-room 
Venetia. Evan goes home Julia and en- 
find that Blair has spent the night with her. 


The next day, Lisa goes with Dessalines Brant’s 
funeral. aware her infidelity, and the shock 
causes his mind slip. Instead “speaking few 
words” gives the acceptance speech for his award, 
French. Lisa returns home with him, assuring him 
she will never leave. She knows possible she 
may carrying child, not Dessalines’. 


The author says this book, “It concerned with the 
emotional and mental processes that tend make 
enemies and friends the same time—enemies 
and friends even themselves.” this reviewer’s 
247 pages trash. From the opening 
chapter, when Dessalines muses that Lisa’s fornication 
some people make before life,” the end, when 
again muses, “We are all monsters who sometimes 


White 


303 
angelic things,” totally immoral. correct 
his description people monsters, these are the 
people knew. But none them ever anything 
angelic. The statement, “because she did not value 
sexual morality, she did not value the breach it” 
typical the whole book. the immorality 
were not enough, there are passages that are disgust- 
There are vestiges what could have been good 
story, particularly the Loudes-Upshaw situation, and 
the personality Major Bateman, but these sink into 
the adulterous morass. 


far characterization concerned, Lisa may the 
author’s heroine, but the only character one can have 
any kindly feelings for Major Bateman. The per- 
sonnel this book are all trying doggedly 
miserable, sinful and fleshly possible. has the 
appeal (if appeal the word) sneaking look, the 
manner present best-sellers, which goes behind 
the doors, within twisted minds, under the surface, 
complete with lengthy philosophizing “fulfillment” 
and “integrity.” 


Not recommended for anyone. 


Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


White, Helen 
Bird Fire: Tale St. Francis Assisi 
Macmillan. Sept. 23, 1958. $3.95. (I) 


the first hundred pages this Tale St. Francis 
Assisi had been forcefully written have been the 
last hundred pages, then would recommend hearti- 
ly. Once again Miss White assumes that her reader’s 
knowledge the historical background her novel 
great her own. This compliment her reader 
creates bit confusion. can endure the con- 
fusion and contain his annoyance with dangling preposi- 
tions, legitimate though they are, will find that the 
last one hundred and fifty pages are worth reading. 


This novel covers the adult life Francis Bernardone 
set against the background medieval Europe. There 
only rare flashback his youth. The transition 
from aimless, flippant young Master Revels 
man whose sincerity and pureness heart compels his 
listeners follow life poverty and austerity not 
convincing. when the author begins the story 
Francis’ struggle maintain the framework the 
simple and the humble life which founded the 
Franciscan Order that her writing shows strongly and 
with perception. Questions that will undoubtedly rise 
the reader’s mind will not answered. But this 
novel and not biography. 


The parallel story Lady Clare beautifully woven 
through the warp this Tale St. Francis Assisi. 


mature high school senior might read this book with 
mixed emotions and some questions. would not 
recommend for someone with background St. 
Francis Theodore Maynard’s Richest the 
Poor (Doubleday, 1948) still the better buy. 


Carmen Collier, 
Canada, California 
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Van Orden, Bianca Water Music 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 24,1958. 255p. $3.95. (IV) 
Cally Stephens, daughter the President Hardport 
University New England, decided, the day that 
Emily Bowditch married Julian Gladstone instead 
Tosh Vorse, that she herself “desired” the impecunious 
poet and playwright Tosh. Torrid scenes the open- 
ing Water Music describe the achievement Cally’s 
desire. 

Cally’s brother Bayard, musician and classmate 
Julian Gladstone, had unholy regard for Tosh 
Vorse; and Harold Woodcock, another Bayard’s 
classmates now teacher Hardport, had similar 
but less absorbing relationship with Julian. Now that 
Julian married Emily Bowditch, Harold became 
enamored the Marchesa Capelle Torrecappelo, 
Florentine house-guest Professor Stephens. The 
Marchesa induced Harold accompany Cally and her 
art student, Laura Beasley, holiday Italy. 
accident Tosh went, too, and Bayard joined the party 
that would not separated from Tosh. Handel’s 
Music,” recording played incessantly Bay- 
ard, accompanied them. 

Florence, the Marchesa quartered the party 
guest house conducted Italian nuns. Harold learned 
the course his visit that Cally was the Marchesa’s 
illegitimate daughter, who had been adopted Pro- 
fessor Stephens. she would inherit the Marchesa’s 
fortune, Harold was easily induced marry Cally. 


Tosh’s affair with Cally terminated, readily turned 
the conquest Laura Beasley. the story ends, 
Bayard Stephens stands hopefully by, waiting for Tosh 
tire Laura, and Handel’s “Water Music” plays 
and the tour proceeds Venice. 

opinion, the only worthwhile feature this 
“Florentine mosaic” its background. Its people are 
absurd, indolent, implausible, bigoted, immoral, incon- 
sistent grotesques. Objectionable practices indulged 
the “heroine,” disparaging references Catholic 
clergymen and the indifference the Mother Superior 
toward the behavior her house guests make this 
book wholly objectionable the Catholic reader. 
Others may find equally distasteful, even dull. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Quinlan, Sterling The Merger 
Doubleday. Oct. 331p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The Lincoln’s doctor’s dog formula has many varia- 
tions. This first novel links the industry, inter- 
necine competition, and the usual sex-drunk elements 
into concoction that doesn’t come off and should 
poured down the drain. Herb Powell and Les Madigan 
are two freewheeling operators Chicago station 
which, under their financial-wizard-boss Harland Fergu- 
son, merged with Eastern communications firm 
that brings its staff West “cooperate” with the local 
boys. The inevitable strife develops; much liquor flows; 
vulgar language substitutes for careful description; the 
childless wives Herb and Les reflect the growing 
tension move and counter-move; the expected physi- 
cal breakdowns occur; Herb and Les return their jobs 
with the opposition routed. From the public relations 
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handout supplied the publisher one would suspect 
that autobiography the author would supply more 
interest than this immature attempt which suitable 
for any adult who doesn’t have anything beyond 
wasting time. 

Eugene Willging, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, D.C. 


Kantor, MacKinlay The Work Saint Francis 
World. Sept. 29,1958. 107p. $2.75. 


slim but charming little story this orphan 
boy refuge conducted Franciscan monks who 
knows deserved punished for wolfing the figs 
that should have been shared equally with the others, 
but decides run away from his generous but just, 
good-hearted but poverty-straitened guardians. 
makes his escape and witnesses accident and, 
the “work Saint Francis,” instrumental getting 
aid and willingly returns his “home.” Blanco, the 
boy, and Brother Marco are memorable figures; and the 
telling the tale seems just right. 


Howells, Harvey 
Doubleday. Aug. 21,1958. 384p. $3.95. (IIb) 

this well-written, and rather superficial 
book learn the rise, very rapid—and fall, meteoric, 
Jackson Pollett, young man the gray flannel suit 
school. Jackson bright young man the run from 
Maplegrove, J., and all that that little town, with 
its memories “failure” for father 
and long-suffering mother, meant his life. the 
same time was running toward goal represented 
the Wainwrights, the town’s leading family whose 
son became his best friend and who took him 
long summer vacations thereby whetting his greed for 
money and power and position. 

Jackson went work, after graduated from 
mouth which attended with the Wainwrights’ help, 
for the United States Grocery Company, Food Locker 
the Nation and tireless creator The Big Company 
Look all its executives. The Big Company Look, 
judging the goings this novel, bears striking 
resemblance the look hungry tiger prowling the 
depths the jungle. The world Jackson Pollett 
jungle indeed, mostly his own making. 

Fired United because was found casting longing 
eyes another job paying more money after all the 
time, money and effort spent training him, Jackson 
lands with Cook’s Drugs, Inc., and its patriarchal lord, 
Hank Crowther. Married now girl from 
ville, somewhere the Middle West and headquarters 
for United, Jackson puts good use all has learned, 
thinks has learned, about being Grade louse 
and soon president Cook’s and ready take over, 
with the aid two business associates the board 
directors. the climactic scene, perfectly set for Jack 
son’s acquisition control and the gentle retirement 
“the Old Man,” Crowther appears the meeting 
and, scene raw, unbridled savagery, fires Jackson 
from the presidency and from the Company and 
veals has been using him the dirty work 
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cleaning out all the old deadwood, i.e., business friends 
The Old Man who had been with him for years, and 
revamping the corporate structure. 


Jackson exits, conscious, passes through the gen- 
eral offices only minutes later, that the word has gone 
out and everyone looking the other way. This being 
story the hunter hunted and the dog eating the 
dog, not too easy sympathize with Jackson 
his darkest hour. Even less this called for 
resorts, character must admitted, gigantic 
binge board his sailing yacht alone against the At- 
lantic. the end Jackson sails home his wife and 


kiddies apparently chastened man longer 


“The Big Company Look.” 


Madison Avenue, the locale this novel, really the 
man-eating jungle made out books this genre? 
Are all Corporations inhuman mechanisms geared 
engineering every one their employees into face- 
less, emotionless all the executive levels 
advertising firms and large corporations with whom 
this reviewer has spoken recently deny emphatically 
that they are working jungle and resent the picture 
being painted the most recent novels. there are 
Jackson Polletts and brutes like Hank Crowther around, 
they are the decided minority, which nice thing 
for the boys Madison Avenue where things are duller 
but happier than books. 

Myles Gannon, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Gardner, Herb Piece the Action 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 23, 1958. 313p. $3.95. (IV) 


The first several pages dialogue were more than 
gentle hint that Piece the Action would an- 
other one those off-beat affairs about angry young 
man rushing get nowhere big hurry. this 
instance his name Lou Gracie, callow and callous 
youth from Brooklyn, who has talent for molding 
little clay figure. This The Slob, sad-eyed, dog- 
eared, potbellied, barefooted travesty man. 


Employed designer for Sweetee Toys, Lou’s life 
suddenly begins revolve about The Slob Robert 
Lowshak, head Characters, Inc., sells the idea 
commercializing the odd figure. And that the whole 
story. Countless individuals are involved;; Lou tele- 
vised, pictorialized, and mesmerized his growing im- 
portance, while everyone else tries get piece the 
action, fast dollar the grotesque novelty. Some- 
where along the way, Lou signs contract agreeing 
move California where Characters, Inc. does ani- 
mated cartoons. But Carlisle, (Pa.), far Lou 
gets before decides return New York, just 
time for the opening the toy show the Coliseum. 


No, there not much this story, and were not for 
Lou’s many amorous escapades and the novel’s con- 
Stant nauseating preoccupation with sex, vulgarity, 
cheap and tawdry conversation this 
would not even reach the proportions good-sized 
short story. There isn’t one decent, self-respecting 
character the lot Lou’s girl friends, intimates and 
associates. The author certainly has recaptured the 
atmosphere and tempo his native city, and his other 
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interests would probably vouch for degree accuracy 
the highly competitive industry analyzing. 
just too bad that has not opened the window rather 
than have his reader’s view blurred the grime and 
dirt the outside the pane. 


Frances Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Stephens, Edward Twist Lemon 
Doubleday. Oct. 23, 1958. 478p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Twist Lemon the story young man deter- 
mined succeed the advertising business and what 
happens him when does. also sarcastic 
evaluation Madison Avenue where nothing sacred 
but success. 


Scott Willoughby neither people nor products are 
important. But words which the one may 
snowed under and the other labeled are. Even soap— 
with touch soft soap—can sold having more 
ministers use Duo than any other soap and wrapping 
all with the slogan: “Cleanliness next Godli- 
ness.” And course even sex can used step- 
ping stone. One girl can used, and is, help 
man up; another help him stay top; and third 
take the edge off tired days. Morals, evidently, are 
not by-product Madison Avenue though money 
and madness seem be. 
The account Scott’s scramble make himself one 
the money-maddest Mad avenue gripping 
story and told with frank enthusiasm. Edward 
Stephens hard-hitting story teller whose style has 
journalistic swing it. least one instance his 
hard hitting below the belt and outspoken enough 
plain vulgar. 
His characters are living, breathing executives who live 
plate glass world their own. His males are much 
truer the flannel suit type life they lead than are 
his females. Marcia Ann believable naive sort 
way, Miss Albright tolerable corny sort 
way, but Frances Dodd worships her hero much 
even after does her wrong that she unbelievable 
any way you look her. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


The Admen 
Sept. 10, 1958. 309p. $4.00. (Ila) 


Writers for the fierce (now departed) lay Catholic 
magazine Integrity used contend that advertising 
flatly immoral. Political orators now reserve for “Madi- 
son Avenue” “the gray flannel suit boys” the choice 
innuendoes once reserved only for socialists economic 
royalists. few people outside the business have 
kind word for these admen, but author Mead (How 
Succeed Business Without Really Trying) rather 
objectively affectionate. This his first serious novel, 
and striking x-ray the innards, healthy and 
diseased, the industry. 

Essentially The Admen has hero; about four 
widely differing men and their attitudes toward the 
fabulous monster which enriches and enslaves them 
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the same time. There the Boss, Branch Torrey, 
dynamic, gruff, self-made executive who believes re- 
sults and the hard-sell; Sherwood Ernst, the easy-going 
ex-fraternity boy who makes social skills what 
lacks brains; Finn Fraser, the talented intellectual 
who soothes his soul with $18,000 year; and Chip 
Sterling, the cool plotter who steals everything from 
agencies wives. Mr. Mead takes these four through 
crucial period for the firm Branch Torrey Asso- 
ciates, the desperate struggle for the new electric shaver 
account and one the big, big corporations. 
The supreme irony this fascinating story the vast 
energy expended, the risks taken with family, integrity 
and simple peace mind, for the absurd task selling 
electric shavers. Mr. Mead, himself adman for 
years, comes close describing the real tragedy the 
huckster industry: the talent, the brains, the courage, 
the waste. also shows the other side the coin: 
the sheer creative joy, for example, when two imagina- 
tive people get together make something beautiful, 
This book for people who want insight into the 
hard detail advertising agency business. not 
exposé, not sensational, yet not defense either; rings 
true, and enlightening also about the hothouse 
world the big corporation, where thousands nice 
young men from top colleges struggle quietly with 
each other, meeting rooms, for the great American 
privilege success. The story leans heavily toward 
the business strggle, seen through the eyes each 
the protagonists, but there are women it, too: 
Edith Torrey, whose beauty attracts only the wrong 
man, and career girl Grace Darrow, who somehow 
manages pretty, sweet, and moral all the same 
time. 
The end result novel which will bog down occa- 
sionally for the casual reader, but which ultimately does 
all novel supposed do: explores truth, enter- 
tainingly, with honesty and art. 

James Arnold, 

Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska 


Gingrich, Arnold and Rust Hills (Editors) 
The Armchair Esquire 
Putnam. Oct. 24,1958. 354p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Esquire magazine making the most out the famous 
writers who have been contributing their pages since 
1933. The Bedside Esquire and The Esquire Treasury 
have already appeared. Now have the Armchair, 
or, Mr. Gingrich says, The Wheelchair 
you like anything written name-author, here 
your dish: Pirandello, Lawrence, Aiken, Pound, Cum- 
mings, Wolfe, Dos Passos, Mann, Fitzgerald, Gorki, 
Molnar, Dreiser, Hemingway, Masters, Algren, Men- 
cken, Lewis, Salinger, Mailer, Waugh, Camus, Moravia, 
Huxxley, Steinbeck, Miller, Shaw, Nathan. Rovere 
and Bellow are there too. 

Indeed, the magazine which has been noted often 
for its suggestive cartoons and which 
has been bought often for its suggestive cartoons and 
the first second class that one comes the anthology 
with stars the eyes. All would well with Ameri- 
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can and European literature, sense, the 
these name-authors were scintillating 
names are. 

Impossible through each contribution with 
critical appraisal, all that reviewer can 
comment the alloy—whether gold silver, whether 
good so-so. The editors are fully aware, editors 
must be, that their selections will not agree with all 
many their readers. Gold them silver 
others. And copper comes too. That’s the way 
anthologies are gathered—the gorgeous with the weeds, 


The reader the anthology-review has his difficulties, 
does not know the editors’ tastes (Gingrich and 
Hills are just names him), and does not know, 
literally speaking, the prejudices and loves the 
ent reviewer, who can only—maybe with some others— 
say that the selections this anthology are minor 
pieces, interesting themselves but dull literary 
connoisseurs. 

Some readers seem have the impression that every- 
thing written Shakespeare must good. Coming 
down the scale bit, they will make the same judg. 
ment about Wolfe, Salinger, and Shaw. 
combination you’ll not see again this century, 
maybe the next!). The editors this anthology 
seem along with these readers. play written 
Shakespeare when was fifteen might well in- 
cluded here. 

The fence established the principle that the good 
ones make good neighbors. The lovers the names 
are one side, while the night envelops the lonely 
armchair ... with its two arms. The neighbors, having 
something common, read books. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Ceram, The March Archaeology 
Knopf. Oct. 27,1958. 340p. $15.00. (IIa) 


The author the popular Gods, Graves and 
Scholars has produced picture-book, following the 
general plan his best-selling archaeological book. 
not quite fair say that picture-book, without 
nothing that excellent text goes with the pictures. 


The price, seems me, may excessive. This 
translation German book, and therefore may 
sume that the cuts were already extant, and made 
Europe. This should cut down the costs, since Euro 
pean cuts are cheaper (and uniformly excellent). How- 
ever this may be, must note that there are 326 
tures this book—a feast for the eyes. 

The book divided into five sections: The Birth 
Classical Archaeology; Pompeii and Herculaneum; The 
Egyptian Sphinx; Mesopotamia; Mexico. Retrospective 
and Perspective serves appendix. 

sad that several fascinating parts the world are 
omitted, and feel particularly that Palestine should 
have been included. The relationships archaeology 
and the Bible are hardly dispensable chapter. 


There fascinating store anecdotes about people 
and their finds, although (inevitabbly) miss some old 
friends, and should differ about judgments some 
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those mentioned. professional (and perhaps 
pedagogical) archaeologist, chief criticism that 
precisely the history archaeology, terms the 
development science, not portrayed this book. 
Nowhere the basic principle stratigraphy brought 
out. The reader left the dark about the real reason 
why know that one event occurred after another, 
historical sequence. This reason the finding 
artifacts series layers, the most ancient being 
lowest, the most recent being topmost. 


There are subsidiary means available archaeology, 
its reconstruction the past (art history, for in- 
stance, classical archaeology). mention made 
the contributions chemistry, electricity seis- 
mology archaeology. Carbon and aerial photog- 
raphy are given some space, and quite worthily. 
afraid that the author’s stated intention not simply 
creating another arty picture-book archaeology fails, 
terms informing the public about archaeology 
science. But superb picture book. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J., 
Associate Professor Anthropology, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Carrighar, Sally Moonlight Midday 
Knopf. Oct. 20,1958. 416p. $6.50. 

Now that Alaska has, except for the final formalities, 
become one these United States, time that most 
learned more about our forty-ninth member— 
one which will not only our largest, but which has 
area one-fifth large that the whole forty- 
eight. Sally Carrighar, naturalist and author, has given 
Moonlight Midday book which may well 
serve one the most readable and authoritative 
introductions the people and problems our 
northernmost state. 

The book complete, treating the country, its natives 
and newer citizens, their work, their joys, their disap- 
pointments, their treatment Washington, the ani- 
mals and the rugged climate. The answer most 
questions can found within the attractive covers. 
There detailed index and bibliography publica- 
tions Alaska. There likewise appendix listing 
the sources detailed information travel, invest- 
Ment opportunities, employment and housing for all 
interested. 

Many the chapters Moonlight Midday have al- 
ready appeared the Saturday Evening Post, Readers’ 
Digest and The Montrealer. Many excellent photo- 
graphs used the Post also appear this edition. 
Miss Carrighar treats her subject sympathetic man- 
ner, and see Alaska through the eyes not only 
skilled natural scientist, but also sociologist. She 
went Alaska study the fauna, was captivated 
the land, and reveals graphically. 


The first part the book treats the climate, the 
daily lives the Eskimos, their work and their atti- 
tudes, the old medicine-men, and the outlook for the 
future. The second part concerns the lives the 
white people Alaska, how they overcome the chal- 
enge climate and isolation, their food supply lines, 
and opportunities. The third and shortest sec- 
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tion concerns various personalities this “farthest 
land.” 

Moonlight Midday fine handbook for all inter- 
ested learning more about our newest fellow-Ameri- 
cans. should help all examine our collective 
conscience our treatment this country. Many 
mistakes the past, made through greed and ignor- 
ance, can rectified the future 
understanding the problems facing the State 


Alaska, the forty-ninth star. 
Brother Cosmas, 


St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Cromie, Robert The Great Chicago Fire 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 13,1958. 282p. $5.00. 

The summer 1871 remembered one the 
driest the nation’s history. Very little rain fell 
Chicago and the city 340,000 sweltered into the 
autumn, hopeful rain. Forty-three-year-old Robert 
Williams had the job protecting Chicago against 
fire. Like most fire chiefs, Williams was short men 
and equipment. Chicago had paid department 
this time, boasting roster 185 men and having 
steam engines, hose wagons and hook and ladder trucks. 
Saturday, October 1871, Chicago had fire that 
burned out four city blocks. result this fire, 
numerous pieces equipment were lost and horses 
and men who survived were tired. The next day, with 
high wind blowing, Chicago was learn lesson 
that revolutionized the history fire-fighting. 

about 8:30 Sunday, October 1871, fire 
broke out the O’Leary barn Koven Street 
West Chicago. Tinder-box houses, wooden sidewalks, 
stables, hotels, factories, banks, theaters, 
minals, lumber yards, and even the water works burned 
The fire lasted for two days. The burned 
area covered 22,000 acres. Property damage was esti- 
mated over 200 million dollars. Fifty-four American 
fire insurance companies were ruined. The loss 
property damage and personal belongings was the great- 
est ever strike American city. 

Robert Cromie, reporter for the Chicago Tribune, has 
culled the records and has written hour-by-hour ac- 
count the disaster. His detailed presentation the 
fortitude ,courage and greed Chicago’s citizens 
their days trial points good story. But the Chi- 
cago Fire Department comes for great deal unjust 
criticism. Cromie feels that the Department let the 
fire get away from it. take issue with this the 
grounds that the Chicago boys were dead beat from the 
previous day’s fire. The delayed alarm can ex- 
plained part the fact that the circuits may have 
become jammed with numerous boxes being pulled 
simultaneously. 


Actually Chicago had been such tinderbox that 
Lloyds London has refused insure its property. 
The citizen who screams for protection when his house 
afire contributes little his energy provide decent 
equipment, trained men and worthwhile building 
code. The way keep fire losses down eliminate 
slums, standardize equipment, and have water, 
lots it. The apathy the average citizen toward 
his Fire Department well handled Mr. Cromie. 
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From professional viewpoint, greater emphasis could 
have been placed mutual aid given the Milwau- 
kee, Dayton, Cincinnati and Louisville firemen. The 
author might also have taken the time acquaint his 
reader with better organizational picture the Chi- 
cago Fire Department. Did all engine companies oper- 
ate with hose Was Chicago using 
3-inch hose What steps had the politicians 
taken eliminate houses like the O’Leary’s? Answers 
such questions would have improved this book. 


excellent street map has been provided the reader 
and photographs burned-out areas help visualize the 
magnitude the fire. The lack 
weakens the book’s overall value, but perhaps most 
the source material contained newspaper files 


the time. 
Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Rich, Louise Dickinson The Peninsula 
Lippincott. Oct. 15,1958. $4.50. 

This very refreshing book describing Gouldsboro 
Peninsula Maine. The author was offered cabin 
this remote coastal tip Maine which has not been, 
the point her writing, invaded tourists. One 
can see that Mrs. Rich sincere nature lover and the 
full interesting descriptions the terrain, 
the sea, birds, wild animals and flowers. Usually 
not enthusiatsic about this type book, since there 
particular plot and the descriptions are lengthy, 
but think the author appreciates the ordinary person’s 
curiosities and satisfies them pleasingly. 


There somewhat nostalgic tone “what prog- 
ress? where are going? etc.” which pervades the book 
but not answered directly. her excellent descrip- 


tion the lobstermen, Mrs. Rich seems reveal her 

theme, 
“They are completely home their world. think that 
this the result their successful adaptation loneliness. 
All men are lonely. That humanity’s tragedy: that only 
very briefly and for only few moments lifetime can 
each individual penetrate the isolation that surrounds him 
and enter into true communication with his kind. What 
breaks and ruins many people the desperate attempt and 
inevitable failure communicate with their fellow men. 
the futile struggle they divide themselves into bits and pieces, 
blindly assuming that the failure lies with themselves and 
that they can only change themselves, they can only 
discover the common mold and fit themselves into their 
terrible solitude will end. the individual shat- 
tered into many fragments that nothing value remains, 
and lonelier and unhappier than ever.” 


The Peninsula makes good reading for quiet hours. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Pinza, Ezio and Robert Ezio Pinza 
Rinehart. Oct. 306p. Index. $4.95. (I) 

Although this book written the first person, there- 
fore, may easily claim autobiography, 
actually the result many interviews with the famous 
bass-baritone the Metropolitan Opera Company and 
later, South Pacific, which took place before his un- 
timely death 1957. 


Rich Pinza Pearson 
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traces the life the singer from his birth Ravenna, 
through his student days Rome, his triumphal debut 
Scala Milan, his world-wide concert tours and 
operatic performances, his association with Toscaninj 
and Bruno Walter and, finally, his “Enchanted Eve. 
ning” musical comedy, which made him universal 
figure that thrilled the parched emotions the world, 


The story told engaging narrative style, 
acteristic the great writer, Robert Magidoff, who cap- 
tures the life and spirit world that exists separately 
and beyond the ordinary lives those who simply work 
for living but include the discriminating audience 
the opera house, hi-fi recording, the radio, motion 
pictures, and now television. the familiar story 
talented boy the bel-canto tradition Italian opera, 
who made good, lifted his parents out poverty and 
married lady social distinction, obviously, estab- 
lish himself another level society. How 
ceeded well told. Like Caruso’s wife, his Italian 
spouse could not adjust herself the American view 
things and the marriage ended unhappily in, first, 
separation and then divorce. fell love with 
Bruno Walter’s daughter, only lose her tragic 
accident and then married, finally, American 
and finally, too, became American citizen. tells 
the story his internment enemy alien during 
World War II, occurring only six months before 
would have had his final citizenship papers. Though 
shows bitterness against the treatment accorded 
him, was doubtless the sad fate many other 
cent people that suffered that time. 
Among his successive heart attacks, one occurring only 
short time before his death, memorable. seems 
was registered Catholic the hospital where 
was believed was dying. His wife refused priest 
permission see him give him the Last Rites 
the Church, fearing that would react unfavorably 
the presence priest, associating the priest with 
certain death. This matter superstition, which 
constantly acknowledges throughout the book, perhaps 
would have lifted such occasion. any rate, 
she did not allow him make the decision and when 
finally died, the book says, received the 
lution devout Episcopalian Minister, evidently 
without his consent. This wayward Catholic boy then 
was buried from the great Cathedral St. John the 
Divine, New York surroundings that must have 
been strangely inconsistent with his poverty-stricken 
little parish Ravenna, where was born. 
where here, there moral. Perhaps consists 
few Latin words—Sic transit gloria. 

Franklin Dunham, Mus.D., 

Washington, 


Pearson, Drew, and Jack Anderson 
U.S.A.—Second Class 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 13, 1958. 334p. 


One the peculiarities this democracy are the 
lations” “behind-the-scenes Washington (D.C.)” 
purveyed newspapermen supposedly “in the 
about what goes most government circles. Author 
the nationally syndicated column 
Merry-Go-Round,” Drew Pearson has compiled into 


book fort 
tidbits 
easing 
with the 
being 
that boa: 
the worl 
prophets 
may afte 
are and 
the river 
are hone 
not 
where 
here 
clique 
way 
tax dolla 
ticos, inc 
the 
their cou 
dyspeptic 
the unde 
the 
years bac 
Alabama 
tial 
his gover 
Admiral 
gressional 
ered 
ized defa 
who used 
unten 
Andersor 
this way, 


The book 
sensat 
governme 
esting 

sip mong 
common 


these 
Hill. 


Mowat, 
Atlantic-Li 
full ler 
stead 
The haza 
Foundatic 

true ever 
Hamburg. 
ary, 1948 
eternal 
and crew 
was name 
was made 


enna, 
debut 
and 

versal 
vorld, 


rately 
work 
and 
estab- 
talian 
view 
first, 
with 
tragic 
girl 
tells 
uring 


inno- 


vhere 
Driest 
rably 
with 
‘haps 
rate, 
vhen 
ently 
then 
the 
have 
cken 


1958 


book form selections from his daily column, with added 
tidbits scandalous material that make easy dis- 
easing reading. The average American, already annoyed 
with the high rate taxes required pay for 
being American and enjoying life the country 
that boasts the highest standard living (material) 
the world, and apt consider these self-appointed 
prophets gospel-truth reporters things-as-they-are, 
may after reading this book forget what 
are and believe his government “selling him down 
the river.” believes that all these “revelations” 
one-hundred-per-cent reliable, 
not unlikely may look greener pastures else- 
where the world, because his country, portrayed 
here Messrs. Pearson and Anderson, governed 
clique conscienceless crooks and well the 
way oblivion. Throughout this “exposé” wasted 
tax dollars, which are filling the coffers ruthless poli- 
ticos, including Generals the Army and Admirals 
the Navy who gave admirable and unselfish service 
their country few short years ago, the dynamic and 
dyspeptic pen the authors has bounds. course, 
the underdog championed throughout. Particularly 
the case two figures who made headlines few 
years back: Colonel John Nickerson Huntsville, 
Alabama fame, who was found guilty Courts Mar- 
tial breaking the bond trust placed upon him 
his government not reveal classified information and 
Admiral Hyman Rickover, for whom required Con- 
gressional action retained the Navy assist 
building the first atomic submarine. Both are consid- 
ered this authors this work victims organ- 
defamation campaigns individuals authority 
who used underhanded methods initially place them 
untenable situations. According Pearson and 
Anderson nothing left conjecture: happened 
this way, believe us! 


The book reads easily and quickly. For those who dote 
sensationalism, the revealing episodes describing our 
government’s operation will prove exceptionally inter- 
esting confirming suspicions all-too-readily expressed 
conversations and the “informed” gos- 
sip mongers who frequent cocktail parties. 
common sense may needed antidote good deal 
these pronouncements from the purlieus Capitol 


Hill. 
Louis Aebischer, 
Lt. Col., Army, (Artillery) 


Mowat, Farley The Grey Seas Under 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 20, 1958. $5.00. 


full length picture master, with pen strokes in- 
stead brush! 

The hazards and triumphs the deep-sea salvage tug 
Foundation Franklin and the Newfoundlers, who man- 
ned her, are fitting subjects for the latest history 
true events Farley Mowat. From January, 1930, 
when the rust-covered H.M.S. Frisky was found 
Hamburg, until her last battle with the seas Febru- 
ary, 1948, this one-ship navy was site for man’s 
eternal battle with the elements and though the master 
and crew were changed, the Franklin, the Frisky 
was named Halifax, answered every demand that 
was made. When men place their lives the hands 


Mowat Mencken 
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ship and she responds carrying them through 
storms, hurricanes, ice, fog, breakers, snow and heart- 
breaking failures, wonder that they love her 
and swear her. 

Mowat lives with his subjects before writing about 
about them—and has the knack transferring his 
experiences the reader feels that the Franklin 
undergoing the trials, sorrowing her defeats and 
joicing her conquests. makes you hear the ice 
packs crunch—you feel your way through the fog and 
rock strewn breakers—you freeze with the snow and 
you taste the salt spray thirty foot waves. 


The Grey Seas Under tribute fabulous coal- 
burner which fought and conquered the North At- 
lantic: 
hungry ocean, hungry for men and ships, and knows 
how satisfy its appetites almost perpetual gales 
abetted hurricanes this unquiet seaboard has two 
special weapons its own—ice—fog.” 
And monument the mariners who fought with 
the Franklin—to save other ships and men from the 
fury the North Atlantic; men who did not attempt 
overmaster the elemental forces but believed: 
“That who would survive must learn part wind 


and water, rock and soil, nor ever stand braggart’s opposi- 
tion these things.” 


one old Newfoundland skipper phrase it: 
“We don’t takin’ nothin’ from the sea, has sneak 
what wants, and wiggle away.” 
Opposition from other owners gave way success—no 
recognition from the bureaucrats who ran the war 
sea; but beloved all seagoing masters attested 
the signal from the commodore huge convoy, into 
which the Franklin, with recalcitrant tow, had run 
out fog: 


“All vessels will alter port and starboard clear the tug and 
tow.” 


the Franklin: 


“Steer your course and best luck good friend.” 


Truly heart-warming story chilling exploits that 
anyone from ten seventy will enjoy. 


John Cullen, USNR, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Mencken, The Bathtub Hoax 


Between 1934 and 1937, Mencken contributed 
somewhat irregular basis series “blasts and 
bravos” the Chicago Tribune. Robert McHugh has 
now selected from them the most typical pieces and has 
introduced and supplied glossary for them. The 
first piece, Neglected Anniversary,” had appeared 
1917, but was reprinted the Tribune and then 
commented upon its author one more instance 
the nonsense which Americans were subjected and 
which they readily swallowed; the fallacious 
“history” the bathtub that Mencken tossed off 
obvious foolery, only find quoted authoritative. 
The other selections reveal the slashing, vigorous wit 
the journalist who saw his function one criticiz- 
ing the imbecilities the day, the frauds, the “com- 
stocks” and “wowsers” and “smuthounds” who im- 
posed themselves society. There are few “Bravos” 


ver! 
thor 
into 
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this volume, and unqualified ones ;but perhaps 
little could found the 1920’s worth unqualified 


praise. 


his attacks the phases idiocy that marked the 
decade, Mencken fell constantly certain terms 
derision: congressmen, rotarians, and fundamentalists 
summed for him the mindlessness most human 
endeavors and patterns belief, and ridiculed them 
unmercifully, making their names synonymous with 
too felt his jibes, especially when they 
appeared educationists. times spread his 
contempt for irrationality went too far and substi- 
tuted prejudice for reason, when confused religion 
and poetry his masterful criticism certain modern 
translations Scripture. Yet even his prejudices 
Mencken was invigorating, journalist the best sense 
the word. His occasional pieces deserve pre- 
served and made available, for his observations were 
always tough, lively, and provocative. 


Cushing, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Falk Doris 

Eugene O’Neill and the Tragic Tension 
Rutgers University Press. Oct. 20, 1958. 211p. $4.50. 
(IIa) 
This the century literary futility, seemingly magni- 
ficent its probing human destinies, and Eugene 
playwright, poet and Pulitzer winner, seems 
have inherited the mantle the demi-gods. the 
theatre new productions are presented unceasingly this 
season; the literary world, both memoirs and critiques 
his world abound. 
Eugene and the Tragic Tension, simply stated 
author Falk interpretive study his plays, 
viewed the light the pull the opposites. 
importance lies then tracing psychological pattern 
the plays, (as the author states), with the psycho- 
logical patterns the man. The duality all values 
are stressed, and exemplified theme the use 
the justification the Fall through Pride. 


This very knowing, well-researched, literary effort 
greater interest the student than the casual reader. 
Moreover follows encompassing schedule, begin- 
ning with reflections Servitude, Bound East for Car- 
diff; and Ile, and ending with keen analysis Long 
Day’s Journey. Interwoven with both literary and 


dramatic criticisms are psychoanalytical 


underlining the inner conflicts the author writer 
and man. 
For the initiated only. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Larrick, Nancy 

Parent’s Guide Children’s Reading 
Doubleday. Oct. 283p., illus. $2.95. (1) 
handbook commissioned the National Book Com- 
mittee and addressed parents children from 
months years age, this has excellent coverage, 
discussing most the puzzling questions which bother 


Falk Larrick Toal 


Best SELLERs 


individuals concerned that their children shall get the 
most out life and pretty sure that books contribute 
directly this goal. Beginning with the nursery age, 
the book proceeds through the four-to-six group, the 
primary grades, and the nine-to-twelve age, suggesting 
procedures and books use, and stopping off for look 
television and the comics, neither which 
the author. Then there are brief chapters useful 
reference books for family shelves, poetry, 
nating one how schools teach the mechanics read- 
ing, and final section books about books, pamphlets 
and films for use with children. annotated list 
about 400 books for use with the three age-groups 
limited for the most part books published since 1940, 
with few old favorites for good measure. This list 
almost 100-proof, though one could regret that books 
religion are almost by-passed. 

The treatment informal and friendly, practical rather 
than profound, with paragraphs usually more than 
one three sentences long, and the references the 
author’s own experience with books and children en- 
lightening and helpful. Over and over reading with 
and children emphasized, well using every- 
day occurrences, the television program, the innumer- 
able why and what questions asked, the little trip 
taken, motivate the reading and use look-it-up 
tools. Almost often the recommendation comes 
use the public library and consult the children’s 
librarian about choice titles fit particular 
cumstance. Noteworthy, too, the ease getting 
books which the author creates for her readers: inform- 
ation ordering books provided, publisher’s 
tory included, children’s bookclubs described, and, 
kindest thought all, her own book available 
Pocket Book edition 35c plus postage (cf. Best 
Sellers, Oct. 1958, 264). unlikely that any 
wise parent can resist buying her book and, having 
his possession, can forego building child’s bookcase, 
blueprint for which thoughtfully included. 
N.B.—November Children’s Book Week. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Toal, (Editor) 
The Sunday Sermons the Great Fathers: 
(Volumes and II) 

Oct. 1958. 436 p., 469p. $7.50. each vol. 


Regnery. 
(IIa) 

superb two volumes are these, the first covering the 

Sundays from the First Advent 

the second from the First Sunday Lent the Sunday 

after the Feast the Ascension. Four five sermons, 

differing subject matter and each different one 

the Fathers the Church, but all based upon the 

same Gospel the day, are presented for each Sun- 

day. Constant throughout the word-by-word expla 

nation the Gospel text gathered from the Fathers 

St. Thomas Aquinas and linked together his 

lucid exposition, known the “Golden Chain” 

tena Aurea). But homilies such authorities 

John Chrysostom, Leo the Great, St. Ephrem, St. 
ome, St. Bernard, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, St. Greg 
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ory the Great are also added make this rich source 
hook not only for pastors looking for authentic and 
sermon material, but for the lay reader well. 


The set also available pocket-sized two volumes 
hard cover and printed India paper 
$4.50 per volume. both instances, the regular and 
the pocket editions, the text printed two columns 
each page order present smuch matter 
possible the fewest number pages. The type, 
though small, quite readable. 


Bishop, Jim With God 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 410p. $5.00. (1) 


introduction this collection prayers all 
faiths, Jim Bishop tells his “day despair,” when 
travelling ship, the Giulio Cesare, from Europe 
the United States, learned that his beloved wife 
twenty-seven years marriage was operated for 
peritonitis and danger death. What his religion 
and prayer meant him when, spite all his efforts, 
was unable reach her bedside before she died, 
made poignantly clear this “personal record.” 
thereafter follows, from page page 399, are 
prayers, arranged chapters according their deriva- 
tion: Prayers famous contemporaries, great prayers 
history, prayers for those doubt, prayers the 
saints, great Protestant prayers, great Catholic prayers, 
great Jewish prayers, prayers from the Bible, from other 
and from other lands and peoples; prayers 
for special intentions. attractive book, and Jim 
Bishop’s introduction will cut close the heart all 
who read it. 


Keller, James It’s Your Day 
Doubleday. 365p. $2.95. (I) 


The deservedly famous leader the Christopher Move- 
ment and author several similar books inspira- 
tional reading and prayers, Father Keller presents 
page day way meditation material for the every- 
day worker and reader. Many are anecdotes illustrative 
the aim the Christophers: change the little 
world about each good example and speak- 
ing for one’s convictions, thus contributing the 
needed effort change the world. It’s Your Day 
everyone. 


Weiser, Francis 
Handbook Christian Feasts and Customs 
Harcourt, Brace. 366p. $4.95. (I) 


Father Weiser has previously published three volumes, 
The Christmas Book, The Easter Book, and The 
day Book, which prepared the way and real sense 
contributed the compilation this much wider 
and rich “handbook” feastdays and the cus- 
toms, liturgical and national which accompany them. 

here wealth anecdotes and curious fact con- 
tained the chapters, each which documented 
with abundant source book thoroughly 
indexed and will valuable reference book for 
schools, libraries, churches and church groups, well 
making entertaining and, often, inspirational reading 
for the general public. 


Bishop Keller Weiser Ayer Steinbeck Craven 
Bowle Jablonski Brockway Moseley Spectorsky 


311 


Ayer, Fred Walter the Improbable Hound 
Regnery. Oct. 126p. $2.75. 

Walter basset hound, whose lot was succeed 
Siggy the dachshund the Ayer household. His 
eccentricities and attitudes are the subject some coy 
and supposedly off-handed cunning comment his 
master, complete with footnote annotations one pre- 
sumed attribute Walter. gets bit boring 
reason repetitiveness and, though comparisons are 
always invidious, think Corey Ford did the same sort 
thing with more wit and economy some years back. 
However, basset hound keepers will probably gurgle 
and coo over this, and that their prerogative. Mr. 
Ayer’s, too, come think it. 


Steinbeck, John Once There Was War 
Viking. Oct. 17, 1958. 233p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Mr. Steinbeck was one the numerous news-corre- 
spondents who reported the war from the frontlines 
the years 1943 1945. His dispatches were, often 
enough, either set aside for security reasons because 
they were crowded off the pages news greater im- 
port the shortage newsprint. Many were, 
course, printed they came the editors’ desks. Going 
through the collection his despatches from June 
December 1943, has selected those that still pre- 
serve human interest and are not too dated. The 
result nostalgic rehearsal American troop experi- 
ences England, Africa and Italy during that 
period. There are enough veterans the European 
and Mediterranean campaigns predict wide sale 
for this “fifteen-years-after” collection 


Some Gift Suggestions 


Craven, Thomas (Editor) 
Treasury Art Masterpieces 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 327p. $7.95. 


Bowle, John (Editor) 
The Concise Encyclopedia World History 
Hawthorn. Oct. 24,1958. $12.95. 


Jablonski, and Stewart 
The Gershwin Years 
Doubleday. Oct. 313p. $6.95. (I) 


Brockway, and Winer (Editors) 


Homespun America 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 25, 1958. 831p. $10.00. (Ila) 


Moseley, Hardwick (Editor) 
The Romance North America 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 23,1958. 445p. $5.00. 


Spectorsky, (Editor) The College Years 
Hawthorn. Oct. 14,1958. 509p. $7.95. (I) 


Superb full-color reproductions 161 masterpieces 
painting, additional 489 black-and-white reproduc- 
tions canvases portions canvases, with clear 
and admirably concise text make Simon and Schuster’s 
new edition Treasury Art Masterpieces, (pre- 
viously priced $12.50), leading candidate for consider- 
ation gift, either friend yourself. The 
period covered from the early Renaissance such 
moderns Picasso and Braque. The paintings are 
presented chronologically that fine sense growth 
obtained one leafs through the book. 
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The Concise Encyclopedia World History another 
deluxe volume generously illustrated with full-color 
and black-and-white plates which anyone would 
proud and happy receive for Christmas, birthday, 
anniversary, simply have handy summary 
history, from prehistoric times the present. Some 
twenty-two historians, mostly from British universities, 
have been marshalled editor Bowle, who himself 
contributes introduction and conclusion. The 
essays are presented time-order, not alphabetical 
articles persons, places, events, one might expect 
from the title “encyclopedia.” The monographs 
the successive periods history are uniformly well- 
done and concise the title would indicate. Bibli- 
ography for further reading and adequate index 
make this valuable addition home school refer- 
ence shelves and thoroughly interesting book have 
about for leisurely reading. 

What The Gershwin Years adds the large and 
growing amount Gershwiniana file photo- 
graphs and list the published works George 
Gershwin. The story his musical career well pre- 
sented but contributes little mew our knowledge 
his life. Handsomely gotten and full photos and 
drawings, this volume intended mark the 60th 
anniversary the late composer’s birth. 

Homespun America anthology that eschews pic- 
tures and content offer essays, phorisms, poems, 
stories, sketches personalities and places, even samp- 
lings “Joe Miller” jokes rich and widely varied 
hoard that fresh and wonderful have all one 
volume. The order presentation the generous 
number excerpts largely chronological, the earliest 
writers the beginning, the moderns, (Will Rogers, 
Ring Lardner, Heywood Broun, Carl Sandburg, Robert 
Frost, among others)) the end. Beautifully printed 
and bound, this the sort gift book that will 
much read and cherished. 

The Romance North America attempt pre- 
sent composite picture the cultural, political, eco- 
nomic character the various parts the North 
American continent, with ten the fourteen mono- 
graphs, each different author, concerning the “cul- 
tural hearths” the United States. The other four 
articles include Introduction Preston James, 
and articles Canada, Alaska, and Mexico. Walter 
Havighurst, Bernard Voto, Stewart Holbrook, Ralph 
McGill, Wallace Stegner, Waldo Frank are some 
the better known writers who have contributed this 
interesting study, which is, incidentally, illustrated 
several maps and bundles photographs the vari- 
ous sections studied. 

The College Years, edited the industrious 
Spectorsky, proves interesting collection 
essays, short-stories, chapters parts chapters from 
books, and all about student days, beginning with few 
excerpts from accounts college life the 
Century, then quickly swooping the XXth Cen- 
tury with such names James Thurber, Owen John- 
son, Ogden Nash, Damon Runyon, Robert Benchley, 
Grantland Rice mingling with the more staid names 
the roster, among them Geoffrey Chaucer, Francis 
Bacon, John Garland, John Milton, Henry Adams. 
Bundles photographs and reproductions drawings 
are sandwiched here and there among the pages 


Ford Editors Reader’s Digest Yoder Rogers 
Chute Brown 


text, but, this instance, the text far ahead the 
illustrative material interest and quality. Fun 
read, might make just dandy chairside book gift 
any old grad. 


Collections Humor 


Ford, Corey Has Anybody Seen Lately? 
Doubleday. Sept. 18,1958. 380p. $3.95. (I) 
Editors Reader’s Digest 

Treasury Wit and Humor 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 15,1958. 576p. $5.00. (I) 
Yoder, Robert (Editor) 

The Saturday Evening Post Carnival Humor 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 24,1958. $5.95. (I) 
One the most agile men with pen, who can see the 
fun and foolishness the activities men and women, 
most whom take themselves pretty seriously, Corey 
Ford. pleasant fellow have around and this 
collection some his best and most imitated essays, 
uproariously illustrated Gluyas Williams, .Taylor 
and Whitney Darrow, Jr., brings under four 
his previously published books, How Guess Your 
Age, The Office Party, Never Say Diet, Every Dog 
Should Have Man together with twenty-four other 
articles and some samples his John Riddell parodies, 
which prove him devastating critic literature. 
Inflated egos all sorts get deflated with good nature 
humor. Wish there were more like Corey 

ord. 


Put pink and blue binding and pink box, the 
Reader’s Digest Treasury Wit and Humor gathers 
together samplings the jokes, humorous anecdotes, 
human-interest bits and pieces, and some the short 
essays such humorists James Thurber, Jean Kerr, 
Corey Ford and others have contributed the 
Digest through lo! these many years. should spark 
chuckles and guffaws all over again, all over the place; 
and toastmasters and after-meal speakers should find 
mine material for the “that reminds me” gambit. 


From the years accumulated files 
The Saturday Evening Post some the funniest stories 
and articles, together with generous sampling car- 
toons has been put together, editor Robert Yoder 
says, with the care and bountiful hand well-heeled 
friend packing one those tubfuls foodstuffs sent 
you Christmas. Frank Sullivan, Corey Ford, 
that man again!), Irvin Cobb, 
James Thurber, Damon Runyan, Octavus Roy Cohen, 
Nunnally Johnson, Dorothy Parker, Ring Lardner are 
only some the better known authors represented 
this outsize collection, printed two columns the 
page, larded with the cartoons mentioned above and 
samples The Perfect Squelch and other funny anec 
dotes. will welcome gift anywhere. 


For and About Christmas 


Rogers, Dale Evans Christmas Always 
Revell. Nov. 61p. $1.00. 


Chute, Journey Christmas 


Dutton. Oct. 15,1958. 46p. $1.50. 
Brown, Pamela Something for Christmas 
Harper. 32p. $1.95. (1) 
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Miller, Helen Topping 

Christmas with Robert Lee 
Longmans, Green. Sept. 24,1958. 79p. $2.75. (I) 
Kane, Harnett The Souhern Christmas Book 
McKay. 337p. $4.95. 
Delicately and tenderly told, Chute’s Journey 
Christmas (with drawings Erk Blegvad), may disap- 
point many for its merely humanitarian approach the 
holiday. How one good deed reluctantly done sparks 
whole series good deeds, each representing 
triumph charity over desperate selfishness the 
theme the slim little tale set hard winter 
some sorely distressed countryside. Somewhat the same 
defect mars Pamela Brown’s tale little mouse 
searching for the perfect Christmas gift for his mother, 
charmingly illustrated the author colored draw- 
ings that will delight very small children and very 
sentimental grown-ups. But Mrs. Roy Rogers’ little 
talk children will warm the heart and turn the mind 
all the true spirit Christmas, centered Christ 
God’s greatest gift men. 


For the Southerner specially, but appealing also the 
Yankee and the Westerner all ages, Mrs. Miller’s 
recreation Robert Lee’s first Christmas home 
after the surrender Appomattox. is, she says, 
what that Christmas could have been, though based 
some authentic incidents, rather than what was. 
Harnett Kane’s research for his books and his affection 
for the Southern States infuses his Christmas Book, 
which rich plum-pudding mixture tales and 
legends and customs and recipes from Virginia, the 
Carolinas, Louisiana, Texas, Kentucky, and just about 
everywhere south the Mason-Dixon line. in- 
formative and entertaining. 


Clue-W orks 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Sherwood, John Undiplomatic Exit 
(Crime Club) Oct. 16, 1958. 191p. $2.95. 


not sure that this novel properly classed the 
detective story section, though there murder and 
the murderer not known for quite while. 
rather attempt write novel that gives something 
the big picture embassy work middle eastern 
country time crisis, with murder just enough 
stimulus keep the novel peppy. And peppy indeed 
filled with all the international intrigue and old 
Colonial muddling that you would expect. chock 
full action, with some the characters rushing 
and out the book fast you can hardly see them 
by. probably poorly motivated and all that; 
but cracking good job telling fascinating tale 
intrigue, and you have any interest Britain 
Arabs, you will probably enjoy very much. 


Lockridge, Richard and Frances 


Accent Murder 
Lippincott. Oct. 223p. $2.95. 


all starts when Professor Walter Brinkley decides 
have cocktail party. gets together rather cozy 
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grouping fascinating people, and one the guests 
manages have herself murdered. From then 
have the redoubtable Captain Heimrich working the 
case, and second murder liven things up. all 
works out very beautifully the end. 


The Lockridges are such professionals their job that 
almost seems shame review their works. This 
equally professional. But does not have the ease 
writing that their work has exhibited the past. The 
ending and the middle are good enough, but this one 
book which starts slowly that only your belief the 
magic their names keeps you going past page twenty- 
five. But the journey, course, finally pays off, and 
your money was not spent vain. Just don’t expect 
brilliant one here. Not quite that their usual 
standard. 


Hasty, John Man Without Face 

Pete Marcott buys radio station and satisfied that 
the road fortune lies before him. There minor 
unpleasantness when discovers dead body outside 
the transmitter station, but knows that call the 
police will remove the problem. But the police cannot 
find the body, and all the people who saw the body are 
not quite sure that there was anything there after 
all. And when Pete decides show them that there 
really was body, finds the station falling down 
around his ears, with advertising pulling out, and the 
station headed toward bankruptcy. intriguing 
story, with enough suspense keep you wondering, 
and enough consolation the human relations keep 
you happy. 


All Men Are Murderers 
$2.95. 


Blackstock, Lee 
(Crime Club) Oct. 17, 1958. 


have made very profound discovery. Every book 
come across about Scotland screams that the author 
has taken infinity pains the writing it, and All 
Men Are Murderers exception. the story 
man, John Shawfield, who goes the wild moors 
the Scottish Highlands forget terrible marriage. 
But haunted the old ghosts the marriage, 
and haunted new ghost someone lurking just 
off stage who murderer, rather horrible sort. 
His own life and the lives the people around him be- 
come intertwined series relationships into which 
moves most reluctantly, and all adds most 
tensely written novel suspense and characterization. 
have only one fault find: the plot actually tissue 
thin, and the limited cast gives very little chance for 
honest deception. superb writing job, but not quite 
the effort put into it. 


Webb, Jack The Badge 


The Badge “The inside story one America’s 
great police departments,” and you know Los 
Angeles Jack Webb, (of the dum-de-dum-dum 
Webbs), wrote it. And very good story indeed. 
Obviously impossible tell the story any police 
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department three hundred and eleven pages. You 
couldn’t even tell the story the motor pool that 
number. But Webb has taken the divisions the 
department, has done his darndest capture the spirit 
and the meaning the department through little vig- 
nettes the men work. And think has done 
well. Obviously the work each patrolman, each 
sergeant, each lieutenant different from the work 
the others. But equally obviously there certain 
common denominator running through the lives 
each, and this Webb has tried capture. will al- 
most certainly fair best-seller, and that good 
thing. captures the motion and spirit great 
police department, and tells simple stories more 
about the meaning policemen than few thousand 
pages explanations would have done. Read it. 
probably find most interesting. 


Roos, Kelley Requiem for Blonde 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 13,1958. 186p. $2.95. 


group ex-chorus girls are gathered together 
reunion with the one man they all knew sort 
father. There only one missing from the reunion, 
the one who was the most beautiful, the most wonder- 
ful, and the most talented. And the last moment 
she calls say she will there for one night. What 
comes murder. Then another murder, and the hor- 
rible knowledge that one small group small 
island cold killer. Told well, with plots within 
plots within plots, and characters throw away. 
will pretty well hold you one sitting job finish 
it, which very nice detective story. 


Pentecost, Hugh The Obituary Club 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 13,1958. 213p. $2.95. (I) 

Charlie Seeley was the funniest man alive, and some- 
thing quite different dead. His will did not name 
one would know who was going get the money until 
one them died, and that death would determine the 
sole heir one hundred thousand dollars. When 
bomb exploded the car one them, though 
was not the time, the feeling was that someone 
was trying rush the inheritance season. second 
attempt made the suspicion certainty, and the police 
got into the case. Also newsman who had files 
everyone involved, and began the patient tracking 
the killer. There nice deep plot running through 
the book, with few sub plots distract you, puzzle 
you, and altogether lead you through nice reading 
experience perfectly logical ending. 


Queen, Ellery The New York Murders 
Little, Brown. Oct. 21,1958. 512p. $4.00. 

Three the Ellery Queen novels Cat Many Tails, 
The Scarlet Letters, and The American Gun Mystery 
are gathered togther this one big tome, and Roman 
holiday indeed. the three, the third fairly 
run-of-the-mill detective story—a superb one, hasten 
add; but the other two have that something extra 
which one expects from Ellery Queen. Cat Many 
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Tails particularly disturbing because concerns itself 
with apparently motiveless strangler who 
ing whole city. Ellery finally, and reluctantly, 
comes involved the solution which eminently 
logical you will probably never guess it. 
this one the classics modern crime stories. The 
Scarlet Letters fairly unique the Ellery Queen 
repertory, since largely concerned with murder 
which almost does not happen and with wife who 
may may not unfaithful her husband. most 
delightful mixture the very unusual and the very 
provocative adding rare treat. you are 
tunate enough have missed these when they were 
published over the last twenty-five years, you have 
treat coming you. Sophisticated, brilliant, logical, 
perfectly plotted, and desperately logical masterpieces 
from the hands the two old masters who make 
Ellery Queen. Remarkable buy that price. 


Davis, Dorothy (Editor) Choice Murders 
Scribner. Oct. 312p. $3.95. 


Collections short stories are published every year, 
and there seems great plethora them the 
market right now the form pocket books. But 
this particular collection one that stands head and 
shoulders over most have seen rectnly. There not 
only selection fine stories the top writers the 
country, but the selection made with eye the 
variety one hopes find reading short works. Guar- 
anteed delight the detective story enthusiast, with 
few exceptions. The only work the book which 
thought horror the first order was one, 
Anthony Boucher, which would think inferior 
work for college freshman who had never written 
one before. And when you know just how many good 
stories Boucher has written, and what excellent taste 
stories Boucher has, you wonder the editor wasn’t 
sniping Anthony putting his worst one in. 
cept for that, excellent. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-Bracket Paperbacks 


Top the listings this month are decade new 
titles added the Dutton Everyman reprints, 
ning with William Dean Howells’ novel, Indian Sum- 
mer, which many critics are beginning consider his 
masterwork, agreeing with Howells’ own estimate 
this comedy about Americans sojourning Florence 
(Italy), (D-27, $1.35; Equally welcome the 
paperback edition Marcette Chute’s lively biography 
Geoffrey Chaucer England, (D-23, $1.35; 
which most readable well scholarly Richard 
Ellman’s critical biography Yeats, The Man and the 
Masks should reach the wider public deserves this 
reprint edition, (D-22, $1.55; The Symbolist 
Movement Literature Arthur Symons may 
something special for the advanced student, but dis 
criminating readers will also find enlightening; 
study the French symbolists who had deal 
influence Yeats and (D-21, $1.15; Ila) 
The Scope and Nature University Education 
John Henry Newman series lectures which 
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plement his larger work, The Idea University; and 
timely today century ago, (D-28, $1.25; 
Reprinting Melville’s Typee and Billy Budd both 
one volume merely makes these short novels avail- 
able the Everyman series, they are available 
other paperback issues, (D-22, $1.75; crowding the 
two together makes the print rather close and hard 
particular interest history students and 
sure prove exciting reading all the printing 
two eye-witness accounts the Crusades Memoirs 
the Crusades, which Villehardouin 
collapse the Fourth Crusade the storming Con- 
santinople, while Joinville gives wonderfully 
touching account the part King (Saint) Louis 
played leading the Seventh Crusade, (D-30, $1.35; 
1066 and All That, Sellar and 
Yeatman, spoofs the British History textbooks; but 
the most fun you should know something about 
British history beforehand, (D-25, $0.95; The 
Hidden Path Paul Brunton interpretation 
some the philosophy Yogism for those interested 
Eastern mysticism, (D-29, $0.95; III) Conversa- 
tions with Casals, Corredor, first published 
1956, should prove stimulating for the thoughtful 
reader, (D-26, $1.35; 


From Doublday, several new titles are added the 
Anchor Books, with our first vote going the first two 
volumes Henri Pirenne’s History Europe; vol- 
ume begins with the barbarian invasions the Fifth 
Century and carries through the reign Frederick 
Barbarossa, (A-156a, $0.95; I); volume continues the 
account the middle the XVIth Century, (A-156b, 
$0.95; Both volumes recommend themselves 
candidates for texts European History courses 
Eric Bentley has edited six Italian plays under the title 
Volume The Classic Theater, (A-155a, $1.25; 
Ila), the first what planned series national 
classics; included here are The Mandrake Machia- 
velli, Ruzzante Returns from the Wars Beolco, the 
anonymous Three Cockolds, two Goldoni, Servant 
Two Masters and Mirandolina, and Carlo Gozzi’s 
The King Stag Wyndham Lewis’ essay 
Francois Villon, valuable for his discussion Villon’s 
poems, many which are printed here French with 
English translation facing pages, (A-147, $1.45; 
Andrade’s Sir Isaac Newton, (A-151, 
$0.95; fine biography the “father modern 
physics” And Henry Kissinger’s Nuclear Weapons 
and Foreign Policy, (A-152, $0.95; abridged 
edition the study published last year for the Council 
Foreign Relations; everyone should read who votes. 
Roman Literature Michael Grant, (Penguin A-427, 
$0.85; I), excellent survey Latin writers the 
era and fit companion the earlier Penguin 
Hume, (Penguin A-428, $0.85; IIa), will special 
philosophy students Rex Warner under 
the title Three Great Plays Euripides, (Mentor 
MT-241, $0.75; IIa), gives his own excellent trans- 
lations Medea, Hippolytus, and Helen Eric Ding- 
wall calls his The American Woman, (Signet D-1591, 
$0.50; “an historical study”; was first published 
The Aztec: Man and Tribe Victor 
von Hagen first printing more less “popular” 
archaeological ethnological survey early Ameri- 
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can culture, and rather horrifying with its under- 
played but constant mention ritual human sacrifices, 
$0.50; Four Plays Anton Chek- 
hov, uncredited translation, includes Uncle Van- 
ya, The Seagull, The Cherry Orchard, and Three Sis- 
ters, (Dell FC-5, $0.50; 


Other Fare 


The Wapshot Chronicle John Cheever, (Bantam 
F-1833, $0.50; was reviewed here vol. 17, 4... 
Tubie’s Monument Peter Keveson, satire 
commercials, (A-1836, $0.35; IIb), was noted here 
vol. 16, too, William Goldman’s The 
Temple Gold, (A-1834, $0.35; IV), cf. vol. 17, 
253 Ditto Lee’s The Flower Drum Song, 
(Dell D-241, $0.35; IIb), cf. vol. 17, William 
Donohue Ellis’ The Bounty Lands, (Dell F-71, $0.50; 
abridged version the 1952 historical novel 
about the Ohio country around Charles Mer- 
gendahl’s Rage Desire, (original 1954 title “With 
Kisses Four”), minor fiction about dame the 
Maine woods with drunken husband and handsome 
guide choose from, (Dell D-240, $0.35; 
Corner Boy Herbert Simmons corny story centered 
teen-age dope “pusher,” (Dell 245, $0.35; IIb) 
Bell, Book and Candle the late John van Druten, 
(A-1842, $0.35; IIa), the play script reprinted 
parallel the movie version soon released 
Edna Ferber’s One Basket collection her short 
stories, (S-1843, $0.75; I), cf. vol. 16, 410... 
Lord Jim Joseph Conrad, (FC-7, $0.50; I), 
established masterpiece Frank Norris’ The Octopus, 
(FC-8, $0.50; I), minor American classic about 
conflict between California wheat growers and the rail- 
roads Theodore Dreisers’ Sister Carrie, (FC-6, 
$0.50; IIb), also rated minor classic. All three 
latter titles are Bantam reprints what appears 
the beginning “library” classics. 


Rascals Paradise James Michener and Grove 
Day, (F-1844, $0.50; IIb), concerns 
torical and up-to-present the South Sea Islands; cf. 
East original set Saigon, Djakarta and elsewhere 
the East Indies, (Dell A-169, $0.35; IIb); first 
printing and not very well Fray’s Built for 
Trouble, (Dell A-167, $0.25; IIb), another two-bit 
“original” set the purlieus Los Angeles Rich- 
ard Hillary’s Falling Through Space about British 
fighter pilots World War II, not science fiction, 
(Dell D-244, $0.35; Flynn’s The Man from 
Nowhere, (Dell A-166, $0.35; I), satisfactory west- 
ern about vengeance against the background the 
New Mexico Territory; first printing Revenge 
Jack Ehrlich also first printing what might 
called “adultery mystery,” (Dell A-168, $0.25; IIb) 
Far better are Mary Roberts Rinehart’s professional 
puzzler Miss Pinkerton, reissue #494 1932 
original, (Dell 242, $0.35; and Eric Ambler’s 
Background Danger, (Dell 238, $0.35; IIa), addition 
No. Dell’s Great Mystery Library; masterly 
Successful Selling, edited John Murphy, (Dell 
D-243, $0.35; I), series essays talks sales- 
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